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Hero Helps Hero Through Kidney Donation
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association

F

ive years ago,
Sergeant Jason
Triche
and
Deputy Robert “Andre”
Ardeneaux didn’t know
each other’s names,
although they were
living somewhat parallel
lives. Both were working
as deputies at their local
sheriff ’s offices, both
were married and raising
children about the same
age. Their paths may
have never crossed.
Today
Triche
and
Ardeneaux are linked
forever, in a way few
people ever experience:
through living organ
donation.
In August of 2012,
an ambush shooting
in St. John the Baptist From left: Jason Triche and Robert Ardeneaux before their transplant surgery in July 2016. Photo Courtesy of
Parish claimed the lives Deputy Robert Ardeneaux.
of two deputies, leaving two others critically injured. After no longstanding repercussions. Donating a kidney does not
the shooting, Sgt. Jason Triche drove himself to the River affect the donor’s lifespan, while it can extend the lifespan of the
Parish Hospital. Although he has no memory of the events that recipient exponentially. Ardeneaux’s wife saw the plea for help
followed, he was eventually transferred to Our Lady of the Lake from Jason Triche’s sister.
Ardeneaux went to be tested and was a “one-in-a-million”
Hospital, where he woke from a medical induced coma. Triche’s
right kidney was destroyed and left kidney was “in shock” from perfect match. He invited Triche to dinner, and when they met
blood loss, so he was put on dialysis. Over the next several years for the first time, surprised him with the news that he would be
Triche endured over 30 surgeries, but ultimately, he was in dire donating his kidney. The surgery was a success for both. Seven
need of a kidney. His sister posted a plea for help on social weeks later Ardeneaux was back to work full-duty. For Sgt.
Triche, he says his life was forever changed. He went from a
media.
At that time, St. Tammany Parish Deputy First Class life where he had to have dialysis five hours a day, three times a
Robert “Andre” Ardeneaux did not know about Sgt. Triche, but week, to being able to participate in martial arts with his young
after hearing a story about kidney donation, Ardeneaux began son, and return to work at St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff ’s
researching about living organ donations and found there were Office in the IT department.
continued on page 3

Sheriffs’ Educational Scholarship Recipients Announced
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

L

ouisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program
Chairman Greg Champagne, St. Charles Parish Sheriff,
announced that eighty-four graduating high school
seniors have been awarded scholarships provided by the
Sheriffs’ Scholarship Program for the 2017-2018 academic
school year.
Sheriffs’ scholarships, worth $500 each, are made
possible by the citizen members of the Louisiana Sheriffs’
ACADIA PARISH
Sheriff K.P. Gibson
Recipient: Eric Andre` Bedel
ALLEN PARISH
Sheriff Douglas L. Hebert, III
Recipients: Kora Alexis Stalsby
Nicholas Joseph Leger
ASCENSION PARISH
Sheriff Jeff Wiley
Recipient: Jillian Parks
ASSUMPTION PARISH
Sheriff Leland Falcon
Recipient: LisaMarie La`shon Nevels
AVOYELLES PARISH
Sheriff Doug Anderson
Recipient: Cole Milligan
BEAUREGARD PARISH
Sheriff Ricky Moses
Recipient: Savanah Savell
BIENVILLE PARISH
Sheriff John Ballance
Recipients: Krisxan Clare Bell
Dawsson Cole Tipton
Tyler Montrell Sneed
BOSSIER PARISH
Sheriff Julian C. Whittington
Recipient: Rheagan A. White
CADDO PARISH
Sheriff Steve Prator
Recipient: Tedris Troy Smith, II

SHERIFF
LOUISIANA

The Publication of Louisiana’s
Chief Law Enforcement Officers

WINTER ISSUE

DECEMBER 2017

Publisher
Louisiana Sheriffs’ Educational Foundation
Executive Advisors
Executive Director
Michael A. Ranatza
Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association
Assistant Executive Director
Sheriff Gary Bennett (Ret.)
Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association
Editor
Director, Communications and Public Affairs
Lauren Labbé Meher
Executive Board of Directors
Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program
Louisiana Sheriffs’ Educational Foundation
Chairman
Sheriff Greg Champagne, St. Charles Parish
Secretary Treasurer
Sheriff Bud Torres, Pointe Coupee Parish
Sheriff Brett Stassi, Iberville Parish
Sheriff Mark Garber, Lafayette Parish
Sheriff Tony Mancuso, Calcasieu Parish
Sheriff Jeff Wiley, Ascension Parish
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, East Baton Rouge Parish
LOUISIANA SHERIFF is the official publication of the Louisiana
Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program and Louisiana Sheriffs’
Educational Foundation and is made possible by contributing
members. It is distributed to members, statewide sheriffs,
criminal justice professionals and policy makers.
POSTMASTER: send address changes to:
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
1175 Nicholson Drive, Suite 101
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

2 LOUISIANA SHERIFF

CALCASIEU PARISH
Sheriff Tony Mancuso
Recipient: Katy Nugent
CALDWELL PARISH
Sheriff Clay Bennett
Recipient: Tracer Matthew Houston
CAMERON PARISH
Sheriff Ronald Johnson
Recipient: Baleigh Nicole Conner
CATAHOULA PARISH
Sheriff Toney Edwards
Recipients: Destinee Aereyen Woods
Joshua Claude Patten
CLAIBORNE PARISH
Sheriff Ken Bailey
Recipients: Ansley Heard
Eriel M. Fields
CONCORDIA PARISH
Sheriff Kenneth Hedrick
Recipient: Unavailable at press time
DESOTO PARISH
Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle
Recipients: Ashley Jones
Anna Marie Phillips
Anna Porterfield
EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux
Recipient: Hunter Fruge`
EAST CARROLL PARISH
Sheriff Wydette Williams
Recipient: Ky` Drianna Profit
EAST FELICIANA PARISH
Sheriff Jeff Travis
Recipient: Rebecca Shields
EVANGELINE PARISH
Sheriff Eddie Soileau
Recipient: Olivia Brignac
FRANKLIN PARISH
Sheriff Kevin Cobb
Recipient:: Chloe Wolleson
Jacy Oliver
Reagan Thomas Lloyd
GRANT PARISH
Sheriff Steven McCain
Recipients: Heather Jones
Ragan Brianne Delrie
IBERIA PARISH
Sheriff Louis Ackal
Recipient: Isaiah Romero
IBERVILLE PARISH
Sheriff Brett Stassi
Recipients: Brelaneya Parker
Kian` Jza Simmons
Maddison Grace Pitre
Jake Harrison Stassi
JACKSON PARISH
Sheriff Andy Brown
Recipient: Klayton Douglas Reeves
JEFFERSON PARISH
Sheriff Joseph “Joe” Lopinto
Recipient: Casside Parfait
JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH
Sheriff Ivy Woods
Recipient: Caroline Matte

Honorary Membership Program. They are awarded to
students from each parish where the sheriff is affiliated
with the Program. While some sheriffs divide the $500
scholarship into two, $250 scholarships, other sheriffs
enhance scholarship benefits to larger denominations with
funds they provide themselves.
To obtain information about the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Scholarship Program, contact your local Sheriff ’s Office.
LAFAYETTE PARISH
Sheriff Mark Garber
Recipient: Brooks Hebert
LAFOURCHE PARISH
Sheriff Craig Webre
Recipient: Kristen Blair Weimer
LASALLE PARISH
Sheriff Scott Franklin
Recipients: Brayden Ann Keene
Alyssa Taylor Welch
LINCOLN PARISH
Sheriff Mike Stone
Recipients: Camryn King
Sara Brantley
LIVINGSTON PARISH
Sheriff Jason Ard
Recipient: Joshua Ballard
MADISON PARISH
Sheriff Larry Cox
Recipient: Savannah Collins
MOREHOUSE PARISH
Sheriff Mike Tubbs
Recipient: Jala Tappin
NATCHITOCHES PARISH
Sheriff Victor Jones
Recipient: Laura Alford
ORLEANS PARISH
Sheriff Marlin Gusman
Recipient: Mia Felton
OUACHITA PARISH
Sheriff Jay Russell
Recipient: Whitlie Blair DeLukie
PLAQUEMINES PARISH
Sheriff Gerald Turlich
Recipient: Blake Michael Reddick
POINTE COUPEE PARISH
Sheriff Beauregard “Bud” Torres
Recipient: Katherine Dell Rose Allen
RAPIDES PARISH
Sheriff William Earl Hilton
Recipients: Sarah Ann Hagan
Sawyer LeeAnn Ryder
Jamar Washington
RED RIVER PARISH
Sheriff Glen Edwards
Recipients: Amanda Caroline Longino
Jon Michael Russell
RICHLAND PARISH
Sheriff Gary Gilley
Recipient: Unavailable at press time
SABINE PARISH
Sheriff Ronny Richardson
Recipient: Megan Sistrunk
ST. BERNARD PARISH
Sheriff James Pohlmann
Recipient: Marie Polk
ST. CHARLES PARISH
Sheriff Greg Champagne
Recipient: Danielle Templet
ST. HELENA PARISH
Sheriff Nathaniel “Nat” Williams
Recipient: Chloe Nicole Jackson

ST. JAMES PARISH
Sheriff Willy Martin
Recipient: Shea Poche`
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH
Sheriff Michael Tregre
Recipient: Heather Hebert
ST. LANDRY PARISH
Sheriff Bobby Guidroz
Recipient: Shelby Frank Myers
ST. MARTIN PARISH
Sheriff Ronny Theriot
Recipient: Ty Theriot
ST. MARY PARISH
Sheriff Mark Hebert
Recipient: Caylee Deshotel
ST. TAMMANY PARISH
Sheriff Randy Smith
Recipient: Nicholas John Howell
TANGIPAHOA PARISH
Sheriff Daniel Edwards
Recipients: Breonn Nichols
Baylee Smith
TENSAS PARISH
Sheriff Rickey Jones
Recipient: Akera Debeyae Tinson
TERREBONNE PARISH
Sheriff Jerry Larpenter
Recipient: Caroline Grace Pontiff
UNION PARISH
Sheriff Dusty Gates
Recipient: Emily Rugg
VERMILION PARISH
Sheriff Mike Couvillon
Recipient: Austin Sarver
VERNON PARISH
Sheriff Sam Craft
Recipient: Brian Kristopher Kennedy
WASHINGTON PARISH
Sheriff Randy Seal
Recipient: Hannah Nicole Adams
WEBSTER PARISH
Sheriff Gary Sexton
Recipient: Aaron Joshua Moses
WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH
Sheriff Mike Cazes
Recipients: Payson Swarner
Jacob Kershaw
Lynn Brown
WEST CARROLL PARISH
Sheriff Jerry Philley
Recipients: Erin J. Eubanks
John Dawson Tyler Lenderman
Destiny Michiala Hemphill
WEST FELICIANA PARISH
Sheriff Austin Daniel
Recipient: Madison Lea O`Brien
WINN PARISH
Sheriff Cranford Jordan
Recipient: Jackson Mason Teal

Your local sheriff will be happy to provide information regarding the 2017 Louisiana Sheriffs’ Scholarship Program.

LOUISIANA STRONG, continued from front cover
He says, “Andre gave me a new life, I consider this my
second life, and for that I am forever grateful.”
Ardeneaux says, “Why wait until you’re dead to give
away something that you can live without? I didn’t do
anything extraordinary, he went to work and didn’t have a
choice, and never thought he would have to fight for his life
that day. He made the biggest sacrifice, not me.”
It seems the two have left an indelible impact on each
other. Both men heroes, both men selfless in their service
to others. Poet Kahlil Gibran says, “You give but little when
you give of your possessions. It is when you give of yourself
that you truly give.” For more information on organ donation
please reach out to your local hospital or organ donation
agency, or visit organdonor.gov.

Deputy Robert “Andre” Ardeneaux,
St. Tammany Parish Sheriffs
Office. Photo Courtesy of Lt. Greg
Gonzales, St. Tammany Parish
Sheriff’s Office.

Deputy Jason Triche, St. John the
Baptist Parish Sheriffs Office.
Photo Courtesy of Romaguera
Photography.

On October 17, 2017, at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church, the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association along with other state law enforcement
and emergency response agencies hosted a Blue Mass to support law enforcement. After the mass, Father Jeffrey Bayhi of St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church led a “Blessing of the Fleet” with vehicles from the following agencies: Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association, Louisiana Association
of Chiefs of Police, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Louisiana Attorney General’s Office, Louisiana State Police, Louisiana
State Fire Marshal’s Office, Acadian Ambulance, and East Baton Rouge EMS. Photo by Lauren Labbé Meher, Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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Sheriffs Elect 2017-2018 Board at Annual Meeting

V

ermilion Parish Sheriff Mike
Couvillon was sworn in on August
1, 2017 during the Louisiana
Sheriffs’ Association’s Annual Training
Conference. He is the seventy-second
president of the Association, succeeding
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux of East Baton
Rouge Parish. During the conference
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association also
elected and installed their Executive
Board and Committee for 2017-2018.
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary
Membership Program also recognized
Jefferson Parish Sheriff Newell Normand
and Plaquemines Parish Sheriff Gerald
A. Turlich Jr. for their performances
in the 2017 Acquisition and Renewal
Campaign. Sheriff Normand holds the
distinction of generating the highest
parish revenue in this year’s campaign,
and Sheriff Turlich received the highest
percentage response rate.
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association’s
newly elected officers and board
members will serve until July 2018, and
they include:

President:

Sheriff Mike Couvillon

Vermilion Parish

First Vice-President:

Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle

DeSoto Parish

Second Vice-President:

Sheriff Craig Webre

Lafourche

Secretary-Treasurer:

Sheriff Julian Whittington

Bossier Parish

Sergeant-at-Arms:

Sheriff Jason Ard

Livingston Parish

1st District:

Sheriff Joe Lopinto

Jefferson Parish

1st District Alternate:

Sheriff Randy Smith

St. Tammany Parish

2nd District:

Sheriff Marlin Gusman

Orleans Parish

3rd District:

Sheriff Mark Hebert

St. Mary Parish

3rd District Alternate:

Sheriff Gerald Turlich Jr.

Plaquemines Parish

4th District:

Sheriff Glenn Edwards

Red River Parish

4th District Alternate:

Sheriff Gary Sexton

Webster Parish

5th District:

Sheriff Jay Russell

Ouachita Parish

5th District Alternate:

Sheriff Wydette Williams

East Carroll Parish

6th District:

Sheriff Toney Edwards

Catahoula Parish

6th District Alternate:

Sheriff Clay Bennett

Caldwell Parish

7th District:

Sheriff Daniel Edwards

Tangipahoa Parish

7th District Alternate:

Sheriff Randy Seal

Washington Parish

8th District:

Sheriff Doug Hebert

Allen Parish

8th District Alternate:

Sheriff Ivy Woods

Jefferson Davis Parish

9th District:

Sheriff Bobby Guidroz

St. Landry Parish

9th District Alternate:

Sheriff Jeff Travis

East Feliciana Parish

Washington and Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Offices
Partner to Host Regional Jail Training
by Mike Haley, Ph.D., Chief Criminal Deputy, Washington Parish Sheriff’s Office

F

or the fifth straight year, Washington Parish Sheriff
Randy Seal and Orleans Parish Sheriff Marlin Gusman
hosted legal based jail issues training in New Orleans.
This training was conducted August 28-30, 2017, in New
Orleans.
The regional training conference, JailCon17 South, was
conducted by the National Institute for Jail Operations (NIJO)
and was designed for Sheriffs, Jail Administrators, line staff
and support staff. The legal-based training sessions focused
on some of the hottest topics facing jails and detention
facilities, including: Civil Liability: personal liability, qualified
immunity, duty to know the law; Use of Force: convicted and
pre-trial inmates; Duty to Protect: deliberate indifference,
intake screening, classification, gangs and security threat
groups, inmate suicide; Ethics and Career Ending Decisions;
and Inmate Medical Care.
Sheriff Randy Seal commented on the training. “Louisiana
was fortunate to be selected as the regional training site for
4 LOUISIANA SHERIFF

Orleans Parish Sheriff
Marlin Gusman

Washington Parish
Sheriff Randy Seal

JailCon17 South. This was by far the premier legal-based jail
training conference in the South. Jails are the primary liability
for any Sheriff and it is essential that we continue to have this
legal-based training to be more effective in our jobs.”

O

St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg Champagne
and National Sheriffs Executive Committee
meet with President Donald Trump

n February 8, 2017, while
serving as president of the
National Sheriffs’ Association,
St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg
Champagne met with President Donald
Trump at the White House. Sheriff
Champagne, along with other members
of the National Sheriffs’ Association
Executive Committee, had a productive
discussion with the president addressing
issues such as immigration and border
security, sentencing reform initiatives,
mental illness, and the heroin epidemic.
On February 7, 2017, St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg Champaigne meets with President Donald
Trump at the White House to discuss issues relevant to the National Sheriffs’ Association.
Photo courtesy of National Sheriffs’ Association

Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office
Launches Teen Driver Safety Program
by Sheriff Steven McCain, Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office

S

heriff Steven McCain is excited to announce a new
program that the Grant Parish Sheriff ’s Office is
offering. With thousands of new teen drivers hitting
the roadways every year, and the latest
national statistics showing an alarming
increase in teen driver related fatal
accidents, the S.T.O.P.S. program
is intended to have an impact
on teen driver safety. The
program, which stands
for Sheriffs’ Together
with Our Parents and
Students, serves as
both a deterrent for
risky driving behaviors
and a resource for
parents and their teen
drivers.
Here’s how it
works: First, Grant
Parish
residents
can place the decal
provided by the Grant
Parish Sheriff ’s Office on the
vehicle, or vehicles, that your
teen will be driving, directly above
the inspection sticker. Then visit the

Grant Parish Sheriff ’s Office website at www.grantso.org and
go to the “For the Public” section. Click on the S.T.O.P.S.
Program link and then click “Register Here.” Fill out the
registration form and hit “Submit.” It really
is that simple!
Then, if your teen driver is pulled
over, the deputy will contact you,
using the contact information
that you provided when you
registered. You will be
notified of the time and
location of the stop,
the drivers name and
number of passengers
in the vehicle, the
reason for the stop, and
whether any citations
were issued. This gives
parents the opportunity
to have a conversation
with our deputy and
with their teen about
safe driving habits. Sheriff
McCain hopes to this program
will help encourage teenagers to
drive safely and avoid risky driving
behaviors.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Deputies and School Teachers
Practice Active Shooter Response
by Lieutenant Traci Landry, St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Office

W

Captain Sennet Wiggins of St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Office debriefs
deputies and teachers taking part in an active shooter drill. Photo
Courtesy of St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Office.

orking through school resource officers with
the St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Office, principals
of schools in Amelia and Centerville facilitated
active shooter response drills for faculty. Teachers were
given the opportunity to enhance their individual response
tactics and given insight into how the response by law
enforcement unfolds.
The exercises strengthen planned response to an
armed intruder entering a school. Sheriff Mark Hebert says,
“During an active shooter event, we rely on the teachers and
staff of our schools to keep our children safe in those critical
moments before law enforcement arrives. These drills help
us achieve efficient and effective response at all levels.”
The drills, which included simulated gunfire, were
conducted by members of the St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s
Office Patrol and Narcotics Sections, and Special Response
Team. Following the drills, Sheriff’s Office and Morgan
City Fire Department staff briefed teachers on potential
security concerns and presented information on active
shooter incidents that have occurred in other parts of the
country.
“These joint training efforts are part of our commitment
to work closely with our schools to increase school safety.
This service is available to any school in St. Mary Parish
that requests it from the Sheriff’s Office,” says Hebert.

Sheriff Leland Falcon Focuses on
Youth of Assumption Parish
by Commander Lonnie Cavalier, Assumption Parish Sheriff’s Office

S

heriff Leland Falcon has spent his entire adult life in
law-enforcement, so he has an idea or two as to what
works and doesn’t work, as it pertains to educating the
youth of Assumption Parish about the effects of crime. Falcon
campaigned with the idea that if we are able to keep the up and
coming children occupied with worthy educational programs
during their pre-adult years, we may have a chance to save
them from a life of crime and maybe even extend their life
span.
In 2017 alone, the Assumption Parish Sheriff’s Office
D.A.R.E. Program has graduated five classes totaling more
than 200 students. “I attended every ceremony to date and I
believe we have laid out a good program and all indications are
that our youth hear us,” Falcon said.
Sheriff Falcon has attended a number of public forums
in the parish which address the dangers lurking in the
social networking world. Falcon’s staff are visiting schools
and religious organizations, speaking to parents and youth,
6 LOUISIANA SHERIFF

and Falcon wants to continue the
program. “Every day there are
sites born to the social networking
world and many are nothing more
than sexually deviant predators
working to lure their next victim,”
Falcon said.
The program is educationally
oriented and also teaches parents
and children about the legal
consequences of improper social
Sheriff Leland Falcon,
networking. The Sheriff’s Office
Assumption Parish
is in the middle of a parish-wide
attempt to reach out and deliver the appropriate message.
Sheriff Falcon and staff are also highly visible in the schools
throughout the parish with drug detection K-9 units. Falcon
said a top priority is to make our schools safe and create a
model educational experience.

Calcasieu Parish Deputy Receives
2017 Heart of Law Enforcement Award
by Kim Myers, Public Information Officer, Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s Office

C

alcasieu Parish Sheriff ’s Office Public Relations
Officer (PRO) Lt. Dan Herman, was one of eleven
law enforcement officers from across the state to be
awarded the 2017 Heart of Law Enforcement Award. Lt.
Herman was nominated to receive this award for his selfless
acts during the flooding in March 2016 in the western part of
Calcasieu Parish.
During the flooding, Lt. Herman lost his home, but instead
of taking time off to care for his own needs he continued to
work countless hours to provide assistance to other members of
the community who were also being affected by the flooding.
When Calcasieu Sheriff Tony Mancuso advised Lt. Herman to
take time off during the flooding, he declined and stated, “This
is my community. I will worry about myself when this is over.”
Lt. Herman’s fellow deputies said he never put himself or his
family before other members of the community and continued
to work nonstop in spite of his devastating loss. “Lt. Herman
is a hard working deputy who always puts others’ needs
before his own. I am so pleased he is being recognized by the
Beyond the Badge organization because he is a very deserving

recipient. I am proud to say
he works for the Calcasieu
Parish Sheriff’s Office,” says
Sheriff Tony Mancuso.
Lt.
Herman
was
presented the award by
Beyond the Badge Inc. on
March 21, 2017, during a
ceremony and luncheon
that was held in Baton
Rouge. Beyond the Badge
is a non-profit organization
that presents this award to
officers who perform acts of
kindness that go beyond what Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s Office
is professionally required. “I Public Relations Officer (PRO)
Lt. Dan Herman
am so honored and humbled
to receive this award, but I feel like any deputy in our department
would have done the same thing for their community,” says
Lt. Herman.”

Would you like to nominate a law enforcement officer for the heart of law enforcement award?
Nominations may be made by anyone – supervisors, fellow officers, citizens, family members, friends.
Please visit www.beyondthebadgelouisiana.org for more information.

Lafayette Parish Program Work Ethics for Inmates
Means a Better Parish
by Captain Jared Yashar, Inmate Industries, Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office

I

n 2016, newly elected Lafayette Parish Sheriff Mark T.
Garber set out to find effective and cost-efficient ways to
manage future growth, and better yet, to reduce the rate
of offenders’ return to confinement. Sheriff Garber recruited
Major Catherine Fontenot who manages the Corrections
Division.
Within the Corrections Division, Fontenot oversees
Lafayette Parish Correctional Industries (LAPCORR), a nineyear-old program, established to manufacture and deliver a
quality product to government and nonprofit organizations
while providing a solid work ethic to inmates.
“Working for the Community” is LAPCORR’s motto,
but the ultimate service goal of the program is to increase
an offender’s chances of becoming a successful, productive
member of our community, ultimately reducing the chances of
their return into the criminal justice system.
Most of the offenders who participate in LAPCORR are
sentenced by the parish or by the state. They are trained in
quality, safety, productivity, and good work ethics in a factorylike setting, as they serve their sentences. This “real world
work” environment helps prepare them to find and keep jobs

after they are released. They have little idle time and as a result,
few disciplinary problems. A high value on work activities,
which motivates the offenders’ good behavior as they work
their way through the system thus increasing their eligibility for
work as they decrease their level of risk.
In addition, these offenders have their performance evaluated
frequently by staff. These evaluations help them to improve
their productivity, work
ethic, and workplace
behavior. Offenders
learn many important
“soft skills” such
as arriving to work
on time, listening,
and
understanding
instructions
when
wo rk i n g
fo r
Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office
LAPCORR.
These
LAPCORR
Offender Worker packages a
skills will help them
shipment of can liners for the Lafayette
as they transition back Parish School Board. Photo Courtesy of
into the community.
Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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Orleans Emphasizes Recruiting and Training
to Boost Staffing Levels
by Philip Stelly, Public Information Officer, Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office

T

he Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office is well on its way to
having a full complement of deputies and other security
personnel to operate the Orleans Justice Center thanks
to a robust recruitment marketing campaign and a renewed
emphasis on training.
In May, the Sheriff’s Office launched new television and
radio commercials along with outdoor advertising and a social
media campaign to attract new recruits to work as deputies
and correctional technicians. The new marketing campaign
follows a series of job fairs and changes to the hiring process
including allowing potential employees to apply online. As a
result, enrollment in the OPSO Training Academy is up. Since
January, the academy has trained three recruit classes of at
least 35 to 40 recruits per class. A fourth recruit class began in
late May.
In addition, the Orleans Parish Sheriff ’s Office has
stepped up training for existing staff members. Currently
over 90 deputies have attended the training academy for
Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) certification.

Once POST certified, deputies are
eligible to receive a $6,000 annual
salary supplement funded by the
State of Louisiana. Some of the
newly POST-certified deputies
were paired with more experienced
officers for an additional two weeks
of field officer training (FTO).
The Sheriff ’s Office is also
partnering with the National
Institute of Corrections to offer
a series of courses in staff Sheriff Marlin N. Gusman,
Orleans Parish
development, specifically direct
supervision training, crisis intervention training and leadership
training for new supervisors. “We are now seeing net gains in
hiring and retention,” said Johnette Staes, director of human
resources. “We expect to reach our target of 800 securityrelated personnel at Orleans Parish Sheriff ’s Office jail
facilities this year.”

Sabine Sheriff Initiates Youth Against Drugs Program
by Shirley Rivers, Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Office

U

pon assuming the role
of Sabine Parish Sheriff,
Sheriff Ronny Richardson
immediately set out to address the
rampant drug problem in the area.
Since that time, Richardson and
his department have worked with
numerous agencies including the
DEA, ATF, Many PD, Louisiana State
Police, Desoto Parish Sheriff ’s Office,
the Tri-Parish Narcotics Task Force
and others to curtail drug activity
while placing drug dealers behind
bars.
Realizing the need to focus efforts
on preventing drug use before it ever
starts, Richardson has initiated a local
organization, Youth Against Drugs,
to help direct young people toward
positive choices before reaching
high school. With his help, a board
composed of parish and community
leaders who are concerned with the
rampant drug use that influences our
Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson interacts
youth and society has been created. with Sabine Parish youth at a monthly meeting.
This board is aware of the challenges Photo Courtesy of Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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facing our youth today, mainly the
unparalleled peer pressure to try
harmful legal and illegal substances to
obtain a high that separates the mind
from reality, ultimately placing them
on an unproductive, dead end road.
“The goal of the program is
to reach the junior high kids who
are at an impressionable age and to
get to them before they are exposed
to the pressure of drug use in high
school”, Richardson stated. He added
“We normally have 25-30 young
people attend. We hope that through
developing positive relationships,
leading by example, and spending
time with our youth, we can equip
them with the knowledge they need to
resist peer pressure and drug use.”
With the leadership of Sheriff
Richardson, the board has successfully
implemented an entertaining and
educational program that captivates
the attention of the young people with
surreal speakers, out of the box event
planning, and sports.

Sheriff Arbuckle Presents Mansfield Student New Pup
by Julie V. Morris, DeSoto Parish

M

ansfield Elementary student Jeremiah Eckles sad
When asked what Jeremiah was going to name his new
face was turned into a happy one when Sheriff companion, he said that he was leaving the name Cricket. He
Rodney Arbuckle gifted the eleven year old with a said he felt amazing and happy, and he was grateful to Sheriff
new dog to replace the one he lost in an accident.
Arbuckle getting him the new dog. He also expressed his
During a high speed chase a few weeks ago, Jeremiah’s little thanks to Renfro for the box of food, treats and toys, and for
dog got loose and was inadvertently run over. Later, Jeremiah ran helping to find him Cricket.
into Sheriff Arbuckle at a local restaurant and told
him what had happened. Immediately, Arbuckle
contacted DeSoto Parish Animal Services Director
Harold Renfro and asked for his assistance in
finding just the right small dog as a replacement
of Jeremiah’s little friend.
It didn’t take long for Renfro and his staff
to locate, “Cricket”, who is a black Papillion
mix. It was love at first sight for Jeremiah and
Cricket, and they immediately began bonding at
the reception area of the Sheriff’s office. Renfro
then informed the new owner and his mother that
Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle (far left) is pictured with several of his deputies after
Cricket’s shots were all current, and presented a presenting Jeremiah Eckles with his new dog, Cricket. Also pictured are Captain
box of doggy goodies and toys for boy and dog to
Jayson Richardson and DeSoto Animal Services Director, Harold Renfro.
Photo Courtesy of DeSoto Parish Sheriff’s Office.
enjoy.

Multiple Homicides Solved in Rapides Parish
through Multi-Agency Partnership
by Captain Tommy Carnline, Public Information Officer, Rapides Parish

R

apides Parish Sheriff ’s Office, Pineville Police
Department and State Fire Marshall’s Office partnered
together to solve multiple related homicides in
Rapides Parish. It began on October 18, 2017, when the
Pineville Police Department responded to the area of Melrose
and Shamrock in reference to an unresponsive female in the
laying in the roadway. Upon their arrival, officers observed
a partially clothed female, with what appeared to be multiple
stab wounds about her body. The female was later identified
as 42-year-old Latish Renee White of Alexandria. Shortly
after Fire and EMS personnel arrived on scene Latish was
pronounced deceased.
Throughout the day of the 18th, Pineville P.D. developed
two suspects relating to Latish’s murder. The suspects, who
are siblings, are 29-year-old Matthew Sonnier and 31-yearold Ebony Nicole Sonnier both of Alexandria. Later that
evening, following a brief vehicle pursuit Matthew was taken
into custody. Ebony was also taken into custody that evening
without incident.
While Pineville Police Department were in their initial
stages of their investigation, the Rapides Parish Sheriff ’s
Office responded to the 5800 Block of Old Boyce Road, in
reference to a fire located in the roadside ditch. Upon arrival
deputies observed what appeared to the human remains of two

persons within the fire. One of the
two victims was later identified
as 33-year-old Kendrick Dwann
Horn of Alexandria. On October
26, 2017, representatives of the
North Louisiana Criminalistics
Lab confirmed the identity the
second victim, via DNA, was
28-year-old Jeremy Deon Norris
of Alexandria. Rapides Parish
Sheriff ’s Office Detectives and
Sheriff William Earl
Crimes Scene Investigators, along
Hilton, Rapides Parish
with Investigators of the State Fire
Marshal’s Office responded to the scene where they began
their investigation. Evidence at the scene in conjunction
with information developed throughout the day, indicated the
homicides were related. Pineville Detectives were contacted
and informed of the discovery at which time it was learned
they had two suspects in custody.
The three agencies worked tirelessly around the clock,
consolidating their investigations at the multiple crime scenes.
This case was unique to the area because of the number of
crime scenes as well as the number of agencies that partnered
together to solve the crimes.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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Metanoia Manor Hosts Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
for Human Trafficking Safe Haven
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director

S

everal years ago, the concept of a safe haven for
underage human trafficking victims in Louisiana was
just a vision. On April 16, 2017, this concept became
a reality with the ribbon cutting ceremony for Metanoia
Manor. Metanoia Manor was created through a partnership
between Metanoia Inc., a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization
run by Father Jeff Bayhi and the Hospitaller Sisters of Mercy.

trained nurses and social workers who will provide emotional,
mental, physical, and spiritual support for the survivors. They
will live in a loving, home-like environment, and receive
the education and care needed so that upon completion of
the program, the ultimate goal would be integration back
into society.
Law enforcement will play an important role in this model
by working with the staff of Metanoia Manor
to determine which girls have been trafficked
and whether or not the qualify to live in the
home. Louisiana law enforcement officers have
also increased their efforts in the fight against
human trafficking, and through these efforts more
children are being rescued from human trafficking
in every part of our state. Representatives from the
law enforcement community included: Louisiana
Sheriffs’ Association President, East Baton Rouge
Parish Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, West Baton Rouge
Sheriff Mike Cazes, along with representatives
from the Louisiana Association of Chiefs of Police
Participating in the Ribbon Cutting from Left to Right: Vatican Hospitaller
and the Louisiana State Police. “I’m honored that
Sisters of Mercy Sister Alexandrine Rasoanirina, Sister Norma Nunez;
Louisiana First Lady Donna Edwards, Governor John Bel Edwards, Father
we can be a part of this unprecedented collaboration
Jeff Bayhi, Bishop Robert Muench, Sister Paola Iacovone, and Bishop Marcelo of government, non-profit and clergy,” East Baton
Sanchez-Sorondo cutting the ribbon for Metanoia Manor. Photo by Lauren
Rouge Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, LSA President
Labbé Meher, Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.
said. “Metanoia Manor brings the fight against
Human Trafficking full circle by taking the victim
beyond short-term rescue into long-term rescue.
As law enforcement, we can’t fight this problem
alone. It is imperative that we have a safe place
these young women can go to receive the care and
guidance they need. By all of us working together,
we can not only recover these victims from their
oppressors, we can work to save them from the
continuing effects of such abuse.”
The LSA first became actively involved in the
fight against human trafficking in 2009 when
they partnered with Father Jeff Bayhi to host
training on the issue of human trafficking and its
rampant spread throughout the world. Louisiana
is part of one of the busiest human trafficking
Metanoia Manor was constructed by Contractor Scott Deumite and Architect corridors in America, stretching along I-10 from
Trula Remson. The doors are scheduled to open by the end of 2017. Photo by Houston to New Orleans and eastward. Human
Lauren Labbé Meher, Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.
trafficking cases in Louisiana rose 25% last year,
This partnership between clergy, and a non-profit is the first and almost 50% of Louisiana’s victims were children. Since
of its kind in the United States. Visiting Vatican Bishop 2009 the LSA has continued to host human trafficking
Marcelo Sanchez-Sorondo, sent to the U.S. to work on awareness trainings in an effort to keep Louisiana’s sheriffs
human trafficking issue said, “This model that you have here and members of our community up to date on the issue. The
could be a model not only for your country, but also for our Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association is proud to be a partner in the
world.” The home will house up to sixteen adolescent human fight against human trafficking.
trafficking survivors. The nuns who will run the home are
For more information please visit: www.metanoia-inc.org
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Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association Elects Deputy of
the Year and Deputy Valor Award Winners
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director

T

he Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association recently announced enforcement officer from a neighboring parish, Sergeant
the winners for Deputy of the Year and Deputy Jason Triche. Sergeant Triche was the surviving victim of an
Valor Awards. The Association accepts nominations ambush shooting in St. John the Baptist Parish, which claimed
each year from the state’s 64 sheriffs and the winners are the lives of two of his fellow deputies. By donating his kidney,
selected by the Sheriffs’ Awards Committee. The Louisiana Deputy Ardeneaux provided a fellow law enforcement officer
Sheriffs’ Association is honored to highlight the meritorious with the opportunity to live a normal life with his family and
contributions of Louisiana’s professional deputy sheriffs.
return to his career in law enforcement.
The Deputy Valor Award calls for a deputy who shows
Winners and family members of the winners were honored
extraordinary judgment and bravery, and performance above during the 2017 Louisiana Legislative Session, and during the
and beyond the call of duty. This year’s winner was East Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association’s Annual Training Conference.
Baton Rouge Parish Deputy Bradford Allen
Garafola Sr. (deceased). Garafola served
the public daily with honor and integrity
working for over 24 years at the East Baton
Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office. He worked
in corrections, uniform patrol, traffic, civil
process, and foreclosures. Deputy Garafola
was always ready to give, and to do so
cheerfully. Deputy Garafola went above and
beyond the call of duty, when he lost his
life while attempting to aid his fellow fallen
officer and protect the community. Deputy
Garafola responded to a call of a man with
a rifle, and confronted the suspect after the
suspect shot and killed two fellow officers.
Deputy Garafola proceeded into gunfire
attempting to stop the threat. He died a hero.
The family of Deputy Brad Garafola (deceased) was recognized by the House of
The Deputy of the Year award calls Representatives during the 2017 Legislative Session. Pictured from left to right: Rep. Sam
for a deputy who has shown initiative and L. Jenkins, Jr., Rep. Barbara W. Carpenter, Dy. Bryan Garafola, Miss Braley Garafola, Mrs.
imagination, and one that strives to improve Tonja Garafola. Photo courtesy of Lauren Russell, Louisiana House of Representatives.
the quality of life in his or her community.
This year’s Deputy of the Year Award Winner
was St. Tammany Parish Deputy Robert
“Andre” Ardeneaux. Ardeneaux showed
bravery and selflessness during several
situations that few law enforcement officers
will encounter in their career. In March of
2016, while Deputy Ardeneaux was on leave,
St. Tammany Parish experienced extensive
rainfall. Although Ardeneaux was not on
duty at the time he assisted his “brothers”
with evacuations during major flooding in
Covington. During these rescue missions
Deputy Ardeneaux suffered from torn
ligaments in his shoulder, which required
surgery. Shortly after his recovery from St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office Deputy Rboert “Andre” Arceneaux and his family
this injury Deputy Ardeneaux decided are recognized by the House of Representatives during the 2017 Louisiana Legislative
to participate in kidney-donor matching. Session. From left to right: Mrs. Denise Ardeneaux, Mr. Robert Ardeneaux Sr. Miss
Anne-Marie Arceneaux, Miss Paiten Arceneaux, Deputy Robert Ardeneaux Jr.,
Through a rare twist of fate, Deputy
and Mrs. Brittany Arceneaux. Photo Courtesy of Lauren Russell,
Ardeneaux was a perfect match for a law
Louisiana House of Representatives.
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SHERIFFS’ HONORARY MEMBERS CONTRIBU

The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program brings educational
of its Honorary Members. Here is how membership dues are work

Acadia Parish
Sheriff K.P. Gibson
LSU-Eunice

Allen Parish
Sheriff Douglas Hebert
D.A.R.E. Program

Ascension Parish
Sheriff Jeff Wiley
Scholarship Program

Assumption Parish
Sheriff Leland Falcon
Summer Camp

Avoyelles Parish
Sheriff Doug Anderson
Community Services

Beauregard Parish
Sheriff Ricky L. Moses
D.A.R.E. Program

Catahoula Parish
Sheriff Toney Edwards
D.A.R.E. Program

Claiborne Parish
Sheriff Ken Bailey
Athletic Program

Concordia Parish
Sheriff Kenneth Hedrick
D.A.R.E. Program

DeSoto Parish
Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle
Scholarship Program

East Baton Rouge Parish
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux
Nights of Remembrance

East Carroll Parish
Sheriff Wydette Williams
Crime Prevention

Jackson Parish
Sheriff Andy Brown
Senior Citizens’
Program

Jefferson Parish
Sheriff Joseph P. Lopinto
Band of Excellence

Jefferson Davis Parish
Sheriff Ivy Woods
D.A.R.E. Program

Lafayette Parish
Sheriff Mark Garber
232 Help Program

LaFourche Parish
Sheriff Craig Webre
Youth Development
Programs

LaSalle Parish
Sheriff Scott Franklin
Scholarship Program

Ouachita Parish
Sheriff Jay Russell
Youth Programs

Plaquemines Parish
Sheriff Gerald “Jerry”
Turlich Jr.
D.A.R.E. Program

Pointe Coupee Parish
Sheriff Beauregard
“Bud” Torres, III
D.A.R.E. Program

Rapides Parish
Sheriff William Earl Hilton
Community Services

Red River Parish
Sheriff Glen Edwards
Scholarship Program

Richland Parish
Sheriff Gary Gilley
Community Services

Sabine Parish
Sheriff Ronny Richardson
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Mary Parish
Sheriff Mark Hebert
Scholarship and
Senior Citizens’ Programs

St. Tammany Parish
Sheriff Randy Smith
Senior Citizens’ and
Reserve Deputies’ Programs

Tangipahoa Parish
Sheriff Daniel Edwards
D.A.R.E. Program

Tensas Parish
Sheriff Rickey Jones
D.A.R.E. Program

Terrebonne Parish
Sheriff Jerry Larpenter
D.A.R.E. Program

Union Parish
Sheriff Dusty Gates
D.A.R.E. and Triad
Programs

Vermilion Parish
Sheriff Mike Couvillon
D.A.R.E. Program
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UTE TO PUBLIC SERVICES AT LOCAL LEVEL

l and charitable public services to local communities through the generosity
king throughout Louisiana. Thank you for your continued support.
-Sheriff Greg Champagne, Chairman-Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program

Bienville Parish
Sheriff John Ballance
D.A.R.E. Program

Bossier Parish
Sheriff Julian Whittington
Crime Prevention

Caddo Parish
Sheriff Stephen Prator
Crime Prevention

Calcasieu Parish
Sheriff Tony Mancuso
Youth Services

Caldwell Parish
Sheriff Clay Bennett
Explorer Scouts

Cameron Parish
Sheriff Ronald Johnson
D.A.R.E. Program

East Feliciana Parish
Sheriff “Jeff” Travis
D.A.R.E. Program

Evangeline Parish
Sheriff Eddie Soileau
D.A.R.E. Awareness

Franklin Parish
Sheriff Kevin Cobb
Youth Programs

Grant Parish
Sheriff Steven McCain
Youth Camp

Iberia Parish
Sheriff Louis Ackal
D.A.R.E. Program

Iberville Parish
Sheriff Brett Stassi
Youth Services

Lincoln Parish
Sheriff Mike Stone
Triad and D.A.R.E. Programs

Livingston Parish
Sheriff Jason Ard
Drug Awareness and
D.A.R.E. Programs

Madison Parish
Sheriff Larry Cox
D.A.R.E. Program

Morehouse Parish
Sheriff Mike Tubbs
Summer Youth Camp

Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff Victor Jones, Jr.
Youth Ball and
D.A.R.E. Program

Orleans Parish
Sheriff Marlin Gusman
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Bernard Parish
Sheriff James Pohlmann
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Charles Parish
Sheriff Greg Champagne
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Helena Parish
Sheriff Nathaniel “Nat”
Williams
Crime Prevention

St. James Parish
Sheriff Willy Martin, Jr.
Character Links

St. John the Baptist Parish
Sheriff Michael Tregre
Drug Education

St. Landry Parish
Sheriff Bobby Guidroz
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Martin Parish
Sheriff Ronny Theriot
Charitable, Educational and
Public Safety Programs

Vernon Parish
Sheriff Sam Craft
D.A.R.E. Program

Washington Parish
Sheriff Randy Seal
D.A.R.E. Program

Webster Parish
Sheriff Gary Sexton
4-H Shooting Sports
and Council on Aging

West Baton Rouge Parish
Sheriff Mike Cazes
D.A.R.E. and Scholarship
Programs

West Carroll Parish
Sheriff Jerry Philley
Youth Drug Program

West Feliciana Parish
Sheriff Austin Daniel
Drug Awareness

Winn Parish
Sheriff Cranford Jordan
D.A.R.E. Program
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A Profile

Sheriff Michael Couvillon
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

S

heriff Mike Couvillon was born and raised on a farm
in Cow Island, Louisiana in Vermilion Parish. He
graduated from E. Broussard High School in Cow
Island, then attended USL. He then returned home to raise
his family, and farm rice and soybeans alongside his father.
Couvillon’s career in law enforcement began in 1982 when he
was recruited by one of Sheriff Euda Delcambre’s employees.
Couvillon spent a year as a road deputy, then completed the
Acadiana Law Enforcement Training Academy, where he was
elected President of his class by his peers.
He spent several years as a road deputy, and eventually was
promoted to the Narcotics Division under Sheriff Ray LeMaire.
The next fifteen years would be life-changing for Couvillon.
First, because his career evolved and expanded, taking him
throughout most of Louisiana’s 64 parishes as he helped fight
the war on drugs. Second, Couvillon faced what he described
as one of the greatest challenges in his law enforcement career,
the loss of his narcotics partner. Sheriff Couvillon says it
was a test of strength, and also a testament to the strength of
the partnerships in the narcotics division, which can only be
described as a brotherhood.
Shortly after, Couvillon was promoted to Major of
Criminal Investigations, and in 2002, upon Sheriff LeMaire’s
pending retirement, Couvillon decided to run for sheriff of
Vermilion Parish. But perhaps he was destined to become
Sheriff long before that day. When he was in high school, he
participated in “Parish Government Day.” This parish-wide
event involved each area high school simulating local elections
for positions like clerk of court, judge, district attorney, and
sheriff. The winners from each high school moved on to a
parish-wide election. Couvillon was elected “Sheriff ” during
both his Junior and Senior years of high school. Little did
he know, almost exactly thirty years later, the seed that was
planted in high school would come to fruition when Couvillon
would first take the oath of office as Sheriff of Vermilion
Parish in 2004.
One of the first steps taken as Sheriff, was to pass a
½ cent sales tax. This tax enabled Sheriff Couvillon to
provide Vermilion Parish Sheriff ’s Office deputies with take
home units for the first time ever. It enabled him to better
train and equip his law enforcement officers, and continue
improvements for the sheriff ’s office as a whole. Couvillon
also created a new SWAT (Special Response) Team, and Drug
Task Force to work proactively and to address the changing
needs of the community.
Couvillon believes in order to make Vermilion Parish a safer
place to live, it ultimately begins at home. Shortly after taking
office, Couvillon began handing out bumper stickers saying,
“Kids who hunt and fish don’t steal and deal.” The saying is short
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and sweet, but it’s really
not just about hunting and
fishing, and it’s more about
parents being involved
with their children, and
children staying involved
in positive activities.
Couvillon said, “The more
parents are involved with
their children, the better
chance they have of being
successful in the world we
live in.” The saying stuck,
and he still hands out these
stickers today, as one of
Sheriff Michael Couvillon,
his many efforts to impact
Vermilion Parish,
the youth of Vermilion
LSA President
Parish. Sheriff Couvillon
says, “I thank God every day for being able to wake up each
morning and have the honor and privilege to serve the people
of Vermilion Parish, and with that comes the ability to not only
keep the streets safe, but also to help the people.”
Sheriff Couvillon is the second sheriff from Vermilion
Parish to serve as president of the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Association, following in the footsteps of Sheriff Euda
Delcambre, who gave him his first job at the Vermilion
Parish Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff Couvillon says he is humbled
and honored to serve his fellow sheriffs as the Association’s
72nd president. Couvillon recalls the impact that the LSA
had on Vermilion Parish when they came to assist him during
Hurricane Rita, “During Hurricane Rita when representatives
of the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association and other sheriffs
from throughout the state came and offered assistance this
really left an impact on me. I thought the bond I had with
my fellow narcotics officers was the strongest brotherhood
I had, until I became a sheriff.” Couvillon says as president
he plans to continue working with the Louisiana Legislature,
the Louisiana State Police and other law enforcement
agencies to make improvements for law enforcement and for
our state.
In his spare time, Sheriff Couvillon participates in many
charity activities including sporting clay events and school
charity shoots. He is an active supporter of the nonprofit
Destroy Pancreatic Cancer. In 2006, he received the “Citizen of
the Year” Award for his efforts during and after Hurricane Rita.
In 2015, he received the “From the Heart” award for his many
years of commitment and support to the Boys and Girls Club
of Vermilion Parish. He is a member of the Abbeville Rotary
Club and the Knights of Columbus.

Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office
Recognized for Innovate Workplace Practices
By Lieutenant Brennan Matherne, Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office

T

he Lafourche Parish Sheriff ’s Office has been honored
with a 2017 When Work Works Award for Exemplary
Workplace Practices. The award is part of the Society
for Human Resource Management’s (SHRM’s) When Work
Works project, a national initiative that helps employers
become more successful by transforming the way they view
and adopt effective and flexible workplaces. The Lafourche
Parish Sheriff ’s Office is the only law enforcement agency in
the country, and the only employer in Louisiana, to receive
the award this year.
The When Work Works Award recognizes employers of
all sizes across the country that are excelling at offering a
variety of top-rated employee initiatives such as work-life
fit policies, flexible scheduling, and transition to parenthood
programs. The award goes beyond work-life programs and
includes initiatives that address the additional evidence-based
aspects of effective workplaces, such as opportunities for
learning, a culture of respect and trust, and job autonomy.
“We have gone far beyond being simply an equal
opportunity employer,” said Sheriff Craig Webre. “We
continue to develop professional policies and institute best
practices which have led to our national accreditation by
the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
since 2000, and an award for excellence during our last reaccreditation. The When Work Works Award is a further
testament of how we are continuing to ensure excellence in
our service to the public.”
Captain Karla Beck, LPSO Personnel Commander, said,
“To receive this award is a great honor for our agency. It
proves that we cherish our greatest resource – our employees.
We work hard to recruit and hire the very best, and we make

sure that we continue to provide an unparalleled environment
for them.”
In applying for the award, the Lafourche Parish Sheriff ’s
Office was evaluated on factors associated with employee
health, well-being and engagement: opportunities for
learning; a culture of trust; work-life fit; supervisor support
for work success; autonomy; and satisfaction with earnings,
benefits, and opportunities for advancement.
“Considering that 78 percent of employers report
difficulty recruiting employees for highly skilled jobs and
38 percent report difficulty recruiting for entry-level hourly
jobs, When Work Works Award winners have leveraged
this recognition opportunity to distinguish themselves as
exemplary employers that offer new or enhanced options that
help them attract and retain top talent,” said Ellen Galinsky,
president of the Families and Work Institute, the original
creator of this award, and senior research advisor at SHRM.
“These winners have reinvented their workplaces in ways
that benefit business and employees alike and are reaping the
benefits in terms of employee job satisfaction and retention,”
said Cassidy Solis, senior advisor, workplace flexibility,
at SHRM.
The award is earned after a rigorous assessment that
emphasizes the real-life experiences of employees and
incorporates national benchmarks of employer practices from
the National Study of Employers and the employee experiences
from the National Study of the Changing Workforce. Twothirds of an organization’s winning score is based on a survey
of its employees.
To learn more about the When Work Works initiative and
awards, visit their website at www.whenworkworks.org.
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Bossier Sheriff’s Office Deploys “Drone Patrol”
by Sheriff Julian Whittington, Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office

W

hen an EF2 tornado ripped through the outskirts of night, that’s a success. Our next case might be finding a lost
Plain Dealing in northwest Louisiana in January child, looking for an elderly person who has wandered off, or
2017, a Bossier Sheriff’s Office deputy deployed searching for an armed robbery suspect. It’s our commitment
a drone to survey the damage from the air in order to best to public safety, and having deputies properly trained with
help residents, even aiding in providing the National Weather these drones to quickly respond to such a need at any time is
Service information on the
crucial.”
tornado’s impact and path.
A couple of years ago, Lt.
“Finding Lost Children, Searching for
In March 2017, when three
Will Cox approached Sheriff
Suspects or Helping During Disasters… Whittington about developing
teenage runaways were hiding
Having a Birds-Eye View is Invaluable”
in the woods at nighttime off
the UAS program for the Bossier
of Highway 80 in Princeton
Sheriff’s Office. During the
in the eastern part of the parish, a Bossier deputy deployed a historic flooding of 2015 and 2016 in Bossier Parish, the
drone using thermal imaging, and within a minute of launch, Sheriff’s Office relied on aircraft, both rotary and fixed wing,
he located the three teens.
to provide aerial support for photos, videos and observation.
The use of drones, known as unmanned aerial vehicles or Such assets can become quite expensive, and their availability
systems (UAVs/UASs), are providing an invaluable tool for law might be an hour or more away…if they are even available
enforcement, technology that Bossier Sheriff Julian Whittington at all. Some individuals were using their personal drones to
has embraced because of its impact on public safety.
provide aerial support, but the Sheriff’s Office did not have a
“Having these drones is a priority,” said Sheriff Whittington. fully-functioning UAS program that could be deployed at any
“When we have the ability to launch a drone and quickly time in just about any situation. That was about to change.
survey damage from a natural disaster or immediately locate
“In law enforcement, it’s best to have tools available to fit
people like we did with those teens hiding in the woods at all needs that may arise,” said Lt. Cox. “The reason why we

Recent graduates of the Bossier Sheriff’s Office UAV school on March 24. (l-r) Lt. Will Cox, instructor; Graduates Dep. Tommy Burton,
Dep. Steve Dooley, Dep. Mike Lombardino and Dep. Kelly Downey; and Capt. Donnie Keith, instructor. The Bossier Sheriff’s Office UAS
team now consists of 10 deputies who have been trained as both pilots and observers. Photo Courtesy of Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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have our patrol UAVs is to fill the need to do everything from
The Bossier Sheriff’s Office is also working to be able to
search and rescue, for child who may have become lost or an assist other parishes and jurisdictions with the deployment of
injured hunter, to searching for suspect on the run.”
their UAVs as they have need.
After months of research and testing, the Sheriff’s Office
“We’ve had calls from three other Sheriff’s Offices here
acquired a UAV platform that can be utilized in just about any in Louisiana who have inquired about our UAV program and
situation.
training their deputies,” said Capt. Keith. “We even received
“We have all multi-rotor aircraft,” said Lt. Cox, which an e-mail from a police agency in Queensland, Australia,
includes two DJI Matrice 100 models, two DJI Inspire 1 inquiring about our UAV program.”
models, and a DJI Phantom 3 Advanced used primarily as a
For Sheriff Whittington, it’s all about public safety.
training drone. “We have color zoom cameras and thermal
“From finding lost children in the woods or seniors with
cameras on board, so that way we can detect not only color dementia who’ve wandered off, to locating criminals on the
images but also find sources of heat. Having these tools to run, to providing a bird’s eye view during floods or other
be able to benefit the department, benefit the parish, is an disasters, these unmanned aerial systems are an invaluable
outstanding edition.”
public safety resource,” said Sheriff Whittington. “It’s another
Lt. Cox and Capt. Donnie Keith, who has been a private tool in our toolbox, and quite frankly, when it comes to the use
pilot since 1977, attended UAS School to become UAS pilots. of technology to help people, the sky’s the limit.”
They then developed their own UAS training program for the
“The quicker we can get to help someone who is in trouble
Sheriff’s Office, which is approved by the Federal Aviation or to apprehend a criminal, it is well worth it,” said Capt. Keith.
Administration, to train other deputies. Additionally, the “Use of drones saves time, money, manpower and is the most
Sheriff’s Office has approval by the FAA to operate drones at cost-effective means to put our eyes in the sky.” To learn more
nighttime.
about the Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office use of drones please
“The goal is to move in, to be able to build an air corps of visit: https://www.youtube.com/user/BossierSheriff/videos.
officers that are able to share responsibilities for assignments,
and to respond daytime, nighttime, whenever the occasion
might arise,” said Lt. Cox.
The duo began training other deputies in February 2017
to serve on “Drone Patrol.” The training consists of a weeklong curriculum of ground and flight school, written exam, and
concludes with a variety of real-life training scenarios as their
final flight exams.
The entire Bossier Sheriff’s Office UAS team consists
of 10 deputies who have each been trained as both pilots and
observers who can be called out at any time, 24-hours a day.
Each deputy can serve as either pilot or observer, and when in
a deployed situation, one deputy will operate the drone, and the
other deputy will ensure proper clearance for safe operation.
Some of those situations might involve deploying a drone in
order to keep deputies and the public safe during a highly
volatile situation.
One such scenario used in training was for the deputies to
fly the drone just near a vehicle in order to assess a dangerous
situation. “In a hazardous location not risking a deputy’s life,
we can send a drone up to the vehicle to try to see what’s in the
car,” said Capt. Keith. “And as you can see, there’s a weapon
on the seat, there’s a weapon in his hand, and you can also fly
around, and you can take a picture of his face and identify him.
And we can video everything while it’s being done and take
still pictures while the drone is flying.”
The deputies also trained to understand the travel distance
and battery usage of the drones, flying in inclement weather,
Dep. Tommy Burton assists the drone operator in take-off. All
and to ensure they operate the drones in a responsible and
drone
operators are cross-trained as pilots and observers and can
professional manner.
be called out at any time, 24-hours a day. Each deputy can serve as
“We’re not looking into people’s windows,” Lt. Cox
either pilot or observer, and when in a deployed situation, one
emphasized. “We’re not trying to videotape your poolside
deputy will operate the drone, and the other deputy will ensure
behavior. Our mission is to provide safety, and now it’s safety
proper clearance for safe operation. Photo Courtesy of
Bossier Parish Sheriff’s Office.
from above.”
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Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office
Sponsors Summer Youth Camps
by Glenn Springfield, Public Information Officer, Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office

A

main objective of Sheriff Jay Russell during his
administration has been to offer programs working
with the youth in Ouachita Parish. The Ouachita Parish
Sheriff’s Office sponsors school programs such as DARE and
DMAC throughout the school year. In addition, during the
summer months, Sheriff Russell and deputies continue this
effort by sponsoring youth-oriented summer camps.

OPSO offers three different summer camps for different
age groups. The Youth Cadet Academy for ages 10-13 and the
Teen Cadet Academy for ages 14-18 cover law enforcement in
general as a career opportunity, the operations of the OPSO,
Louisiana criminal law statutes, crime scene investigation and
other related areas of instruction. The CSI: Forensic Workshop
for ages 14-18 covers the scientific aspect of crime scene
investigation, including fingerprint analysis, evidence
collection and preservation and other related scientific
investigative techniques. The camps are extremely
popular with both parents and the cadets, as enrollment is
at capacity each session.
“These camps not only help educate our children,
the future leaders of our community that may become
interested in law enforcement careers, but also familiarizes
them and their families with members of the Ouachita
Parish Sheriff’s Office” according to Sheriff Russell. He
added “We strive to demonstrate to them what we as a
department, and law enforcement in general, are about and
Sgt. J.J. Holyfield (Center right) and Dy. Sharon Bacle (rear left)
instructing students on crime scene evidence collection. Photo Courtesy to demonstrate our strong desire to best serve the citizens
of Ouachita Parish.”
of Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office.

St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office Announces
New Computer Aided Dispatch System
by Marshall Moreau, Administrative Officer, St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office

T

he St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office, in conjunction
with the St. Landry Parish E-911 Communications
District, has procured a new Computer Aided Dispatch
System in order to improve emergency first responder response
times within the parish. The new system was purchased last
year from Spillman Technologies, Inc. and offers cutting edge
solutions to emergency dispatching of assets in a large rural
parish. The installation of the new software was preceded

by the upgrading of all hardware required to support the
Spillman program in order to ensure that the system operates
at maximum efficiency.
St. Landry Parish Sheriff Bobby J. Guidroz indicated during
“go live” week in September of last year that the Spillman
investment was part of his commitment when first elected to
“achieve a higher standard” in all Sheriff’s Office operations.
The new CAD represents a major leap forward in emergency
dispatch operations in St. Landry Parish. Calls
received by E-911 are now seamlessly transferred
to the Sheriff’s Dispatchers. All information taken
by E-911 call takers is displayed immediately on the
Sheriff’s Dispatcher screens. The officer in the unit
being dispatched also sees all relevant and critical
information associated with that call on his mobile
device. Deputies can run driver’s licenses and
vehicle plates from their units through this program.
The new CAD also has a powerful investigative
aid referred to as “involvements” where key words
such as names, aliases, identifiers, vehicles etc. can
trigger a search throughout the Spillman Database
St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office’s new Computer Aided Dispatch System.
for a match.
Photo courtesy of St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office Holds
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for New Substation
by Allison B. Hudson, Public Information Officer, Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office

T

he Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office held a ribboncutting ceremony Friday, September 22, for its new
substation located on Airline Highway in Gonzales.
The 11,000 square foot substation and a 6,000 square foot
911 center were paid for out of the Sheriff’s Office general fund
with money saved for the project that began last spring. “This
is a $6 million taxpayer-funded project,” said Sheriff Jeff Wiley.
The new building will house patrol deputies, the civil
division, and a business office where citizens can pay tickets

or taxes. The dispatch center accommodates ten dispatcher
consoles, with space for up to 14 dispatchers in the future.
A $250,000 state grant from the Fire Marshal Fund,
allowed the sheriff’s office to update its dispatch equipment
in the new center. Also, the substation features a $138,000
radio tower, paid for by the Ascension Parish Communications
District that represents municipal and parish entities.
The architect firm for the project was GraceHebert and the
contractor was Cangelosi Ward, both from Baton Rouge.

Ascension Parish Sheriff Jeff Wiley cuts the ribbon announcing the opening of the new Airline Highway Substation in Gonzales. From
left to right: Tonya Castle, Capt. Cody Melancon, Preston Landry, Sherrie Despino, James LeBlanc, Parish President Kenny Matassa,
Senator Ed Price, Sheriff Wiley, Linda Wiley, Erin Wiley-Lanoux, Chief Deputy Bobby Webre, Chuck Montero, Gene Witek.
Photo by Lauren Labbé Meher, Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.

Livingston Parish Records Historic Flood Memories
by Lori Steele, Public Information Officer, Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office

L

ivingston Parish Sheriff ’s Office deputies were
interviewed in an effort to record a piece of history
following the August 2016 flood. Historic Flood:
Stories of the Blue and White is a Livingston Parish Sheriff ’s
Office production. Veterans recount their most vivid moments.
In the video, posted on the Livingston Parish Sheriff ’s
Office and Sheriff Ard’s personal Facebook pages as well as
the Livingston Parish Sheriff ’s Office YouTube page, you’ll
hear a deputy say, “I rode through the subdivision. I said –
dear God – I am not in this alone.” Livingston Parish Warden
remembers thinking, “We have got to get people out of this
community because people will die here tonight if something
doesn’t happen.” Some deputies lost all but returned to work.
When asked why, we heard, “You come back because it’s
what you do. You continue to do what you do because it’s what
you know.” Katrina claimed Lt. Duet’s home. She remembers
thinking, “Everything was lost the first time. I told my

husband, there’s
nothing we can’t
replace again.” Sgt.
Bowden recalls this
conversation, “she
told me she was
praying someone
would come and
get her and she said we were her angels that day.”
All deputies praised Sheriff Ard’s leadership. He viewed
the video for the first time at a March event. “The sheriff
made it easier for us to continue to work because he took the
stress off of us of having to find somewhere to go ... It wasn’t
about him. It was about the people that work for him and that
work for this parish,” explained Livingston Parish Sheriff ’s
Office deputies. For more information please visit: https://m.
youtube.com/watch?v=sBeYBirvPbw.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Lieutenant
Takes Over as President of NIOA
by Sheriff Craig Webre, Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office

L

afourche Parish Sheriff Craig Webre announced Public
Information Officer, Lieutenant Brennan Matherne,
has ascended to the office of President of the National
Information Officers Association (NIOA). Lt. Matherne was
elected to the office of Vice President in 2016 to serve a three
year term. Having served as Vice President for the past year, he
ascended to the office of President at the NIOA Conference in
August 2017 in Clearwater Beach, Florida. He will also serve
on the NIOA Executive Board the following year as Immediate
Past President.
Lt. Matherne has served as a Public Information Officer in
Lafourche Parish for over 12 years. He has served as PIO for the

Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office since September 2011. Prior
to that, he served as PIO for Lafourche Parish Government
for six years, from 2005 to 2011. Prior to public service, Lt.
Matherne worked as a news and sports director for local radio
stations and spent much of his time on the air.
As PIO, Lt. Matherne has been through several major
incidents in Lafourche Parish, such as Hurricane Katrina in
2005, Hurricane Gustav in 2008, and the BP oil spill in 2010,
during which media from across the globe arrived in Lafourche
Parish to cover the incident, which also included a visit from
President Obama.
“I thank Sheriff Webre for the opportunity to represent our
agency on the national level,” said Lt. Matherne. “Through the
NIOA, I have made connections with other PIOs throughout
the country, and through networking, I am able to call upon
so many anytime something unprecedented arises. I take away
major breakthroughs from the NIOA training conference each
year, and I am excited about the opportunity to continue NIOA’s
strong traditions. The job of the Public Information Officer
continues to evolve, and communication continues to be an
integral part of everything we do.”
Lt. Matherne is one of several individuals at the Lafourche
Parish Sheriff’s Office to hold, or who have held, a national
position. This includes Sheriff Webre himself who served as
Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office Public Information Officer,
President of the National Sheriff’s Association in 2007-2008
Lieutenant Brennan Matherne, has ascended to the office of
President of the National Information Officers Association (NIOA). and currently serves as a Commissioner for the Commission on
Photo Courtesy of Lafourche Parish Sheriff’s Office.
Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies.

Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office hosts
race relations speaker
By Allison Hudson, Public Information Officer, Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office

A

scension Parish Sheriff Jeff Wiley invited community
leader and activist Maxine Crump to speak to leaders
within the department on the dialogue of race and the
importance of understanding race relations in our community.
Being the first conversation of its kind in the area for
law enforcement, Crump focused on the views that America
has moved away from seeing racism as operating through
institutions and began to understand the problem as personal
attitudes and individual acts of meanness. The purpose of the
dialogue is to understand the issues around racism and to focus
on the elimination of racism from our society.
Crump spoke to leaders about how issues such as diversity
and equal rights are important in today’s society and to shed light
on her non-profit organization, Dialogue on Race Louisiana.
“Thank you to my old friend (Maxine) for sharing not only
her vision of a better community but also her personal story and
insight. It is hoped that having meetings and discussions such
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as this addressing directly
the importance of having
dialogue on vital issues
such as race relations that
we can better understand
each other,” said Sheriff
Wiley.
Maxine Crump has
over 25 years of dedicated
service in radio and
Maxine Crump speaks to APSO
television broadcasting,
working in news, public leaders about the race on relations.
relations, and media Photo Courtesy of Ascension Parish
Sheriff’s Office.
development. She is a
founding member of the Baton Rouge Blues Foundation, and is
currently serving as CEO of Dialogue on Race Louisiana, and
is owner of Success Communication.

St. John Parish Sheriff’s Office holds
Graduation Ceremony for its first Citizens Academy
by Angel Thompson, Public Information Officer, St. John Parish the Baptist Sheriff’s Office

S

t. John Parish Sheriff Mike Tregre gave citizens the
opportunity to get an informative and interactive look
behind the scenes of the sheriff ’s office last spring
when he offered the department’s first Citizens Academy.
Through lectures and demonstrations, they learned about the
real world of law enforcement and how officers carry out their
mission “To Protect and Serve” on a daily basis.
The St. John Parish Sheriff ’s Office concluded its first
Citizens Academy with a graduation ceremony for participants
June 29, 2017 at Patrol Headquarters in LaPlace.
Sheriff Tregre said he was very pleased with the program and
grateful to commanders and other officers who worked hard
to put together outstanding presentations for the participants.
He offered special thanks to Officer Bernell Charles, who
organized the program and served as the host and facilitator.
Sheriff Tregre also thanked participants for attending the
academy, congratulated each participant as they received their
graduation certificate, and gave them one final assignment
before they were dismissed. “Your final assignment is to
go out there and share the knowledge you gained,” he told
Session 101 participants. “Share your experience. Tell the
story. Members of the St. John Sheriff Office try to sell our
department all the time, but it is that much more meaningful
when a citizen hears it from another citizens. … As academy
graduates, continue to be involved in St. John Parish.”
During the nine-week program held each Thursday in
April through June, 22 participants learned about the inner

workings of the SJSO. Representatives of the department’s
various divisions spoke about their responsibilities and
duties. Participants learned about 911 calls, community and
public relations, the patrol division, K9 unit, the reserve
division, the criminal investigations division, the narcotics/
special operations division, the crisis management unit, fleet
management, training and information technology, internal
affairs, polygraphs, corrections, crime scene investigations,
human resources and administrative services. Demonstrations
such as lifting fingerprints, observing canines as they locate
explosions and marijuana, describing suspects, tasing, and
exploding entryways were among the highlights.
At their last session before graduation, the group also had
the opportunity to participate in a use-of-force simulation and
discuss use-of-force issues with officers.
Dudley Stadler, who participated in the academy, said each
session was informative and educational. “Citizens Academy
has opened my eyes to what police do for a living,” he said. “I
saw canine work, people getting tased and pepper sprayed. I
learned more about the jail and how prisoners are handled …
It was an outstanding experience.”
Councilman Larry Sorapuru Jr., another CA participant,
said he found the whole program to be a valuable experience.
“Attending the academy gave me a greater insight of what
officers are faced with every day,” he said. “And, what they do
behind the scenes, the work the department does to keep the
department in check.”

St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff’s Office Citizen’s Academy Graduating Class of 2017.
Photo Courtesy of St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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Remembering Ruel B. “Bucky” Rives, Jr. – 1942-2017
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

T

he Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association regrets to inform
you of the passing of our former executive director
Bucky Rives on October 22, 2017, after his battle with
cancer. Representatives of the Louisiana Sheriffs Association
and many local sheriffs joined members of his family and
friends to pay their final respects on October 26, 2017.

Ruel B. “Bucky” Rives, Jr. Photo courtesy of Rives family.

Bucky followed in his
father’s footsteps choosing
a career in law enforcement
that spanned over 47 years.
After working for 20 years
with the Shreveport Police
Department, Bucky was
elected executive director
of the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Association in 1985.
Bucky was one of only
four individuals to hold
this position since the
organization’s inception
in 1938. He served in
Ruel B. “Bucky” Rives, Jr.
Photo courtesy of Rives family.
this capacity until his
retirement in 2004. Upon retirement from the Association,
Bucky continued his work with law enforcement for another
eight years, serving as the director of the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Law Enforcement Program.
Whether he was working in the legislature, developing
standards for training for future law enforcement, or speaking
on behalf of all of Louisiana’s sheriffs and deputies, Bucky’s
leadership exemplified strength and consistency. He proudly
served the sheriffs and deputies of Louisiana, and the state of
Louisiana, and we are proud to have known him and called him
our friend.

Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office creates
Safe Exchange Zone
By Sheriff Steve McCain, Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office

T

he Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office has created a Safe
Exchange Zone in order to provide the residents of
Grant Parish with a safe location for child custody
exchanges and for the completion of internet sales transactions.
It is located adjacent to the Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office and is
well lighted and has video recording of the area.
The fencing was built and installed by the Montgomery
High School welding class under the supervision of Mr. Greg
Danzy.
“With the increase of people buying and selling items
through the internet and the need for a safe place for a child
custody exchange spot, we wanted to make a location that
people could feel safe,” stated Sheriff Steven McCain.
Grant Parish Sheriff Steve McCain presents the Grant Parish
“Safe Exchange Zone.” Photo Courtesy of
Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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The 41st Annual Louisiana Sheriffs’ and Wardens’ Training Conference and Exhibition was held July 30-August 3, 2017,
Destin, Florida. The conference included a variety of training sessions in areas such as Proactive Communications,
Criminal Law, Employment Law, Legislative, and a variety of other leadership training opportunities.

Without the support of our sponsors, this conference would not have been possible.
PLATINUM LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR ($10, 000 + CONTRIBUTION)
Alert FM
AT&T
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana
Capital One Bank
Civic Source
Correct Commissary/Correct Solutions
Kologic
Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement
Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program
Motorola
TheSheriffApp
GOLD LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR ($7, 000 - $9, 999)
Acadian Companies
SILVER LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR ($5,000- $6,999)
Appriss Inc.
MobileTec
The Tammariello Group / Hub International
Watch Systems
BRONZE LEVEL CORPORATE SPONSOR ($2,000-$4,999)
Brothers Correctional Services
Certified Payments
CureGlobal Corrections
Global Tel Link
Grace and Hebert Architects
Homeland Safety Systems
Louisiana Asset Management Pool
Louisiana Budweiser Distributers
Louisiana Highway Safety Commission
Secure Nation
Securus Technologies
Telmate
Tiger Correctional Services
Union Pacific Railroad
Virtual Academy
Zero Hour Technologies
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