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St. Charles Sheriff Greg
Champagne leads National
Sheriffs’ Association

JANUARY 2017

LOUISIANA STRONG
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

S

t. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg Champagne was
installed as the 75th President of the National
Sheriffs’ Association (NSA) during its Annual
Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The NSA
represents over 3,000 Sheriffs and 22,000 members
nationwide. Sheriff Champagne is the seventh Louisiana
Sheriff to serve as NSA president. “It is a tremendous
honor and I am humbled by the confidence of my peers
across the great country. I look forward to the challenge
ahead as we address the complex issues facing law
enforcement today. Although I will lead the NSA, I will
also continue to do my very best for St Charles Parish. I
thank the dedicated men and women of the St. Charles
Parish Sheriff’s Office for their tireless efforts in making
St. Charles Parish safe and I also thank the residents
of our parish for their continued support”, said Sheriff
Champagne. Sheriff Champagne, who is currently
serving his sixth term as St. Charles Parish Sheriff, will
also head the National Sheriff’s Association for a one
year term ending in June 2017. Sheriff Champagne was
sworn in as president of the NSA by Retired Louisiana
Supreme Court Justice Lemmon and US Federal Judge
Mary Ann Vial Lemmon.

Sheriff Greg Champagne, beside his wife Alice Champagne,
right, is administered the oath of office as president of the
National Sheriffs’ Association during its annual conference
in Minneapolis, Minnesota by retired Justice Harry Lemmon
of the Louisiana Supreme Court and Mary Ann Vial Lemmon
a United States District Judge for the Eastern District of
Louisiana. Photo courtesy of the National Sheriffs’Association.

Louisiana Sheriffs host a joint meeting with Governor John Bel Edwards and
law enforcement officials to evaluate the group’s united efforts during the recent
shootings in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. From left to right: Sheriff Bud Torres III,
Pointe Coupee Parish; Colonel Mike Edmonson, State Police Superintendent; Carl
Dabadie Jr., Baton Rouge Police Chief; Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, East Baton Rouge
Parish; Hillar Moore, Baton Rouge District Attorney; Governor John Bel Edwards;
Sheriff Steve Prator, Caddo Parish; Sheriff Jason Ard, Livingston Parish; Sheriff
Brett Stassi, Iberville Parish; and Sheriff Mike Cazes, West Baton Rouge Parish.

U

nprecedented. Devastating. Historic. These were the words often
used to describe Louisiana’s Great Flood of 2016. Sadly, these words
can also be used when we look back to describe the summer of 2016
in Louisiana. It all started on July 5, 2016 with the officer involved shooting
of Alton Sterling. The capital city was divided as protesters rallied around
Baton Rouge for the next several days. Then on Sunday, July 17th a lone
gunman ambushed law enforcement officers killing three and wounding three
more. Finally, the rains came. Just a month later Louisiana’s flood became
labeled the worst national disaster since Hurricane Sandy. Looking back on
the summer of 2016, one word emerges that overshadows all of the others:
Strength.
Louisiana’s law enforcement showed strength both in numbers and in their
unified response as law enforcement officers from throughout the state joined
together in solidarity to assist Baton Rouge. After Katrina, agencies around
the country turned to Louisiana as a model, impressed with how our different
agencies had learned to so easily work together. This unified partnership was
evident again, at a time where it was most crucial. There were no “territorial/
parochial” issues and all entities worked together as one. At the Governor’s
request, the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association Task Force called upon deputies
who were trained in riot control to assist in ensuring that residents and roadways
remained safe during the protests.
Deputies from Ascension, Bossier, Caddo, Calcasieu, Iberville, Livingston,
Pointe Coupee, and West Baton Rouge Parishes all responded to the call.
continued on page 3

Sheriffs’ Educational Scholarship Recipients Announced
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

L

ouisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program
Chairman Greg Champagne, St. Charles Parish Sheriff,
announced that seventy-one graduating high school
seniors have been awarded scholarships provided by the
Sheriffs’ Scholarship Program for the 2016-2017 academic
school year.
Sheriffs’ scholarships, worth $500 each, are made
possible by the citizen members of the Louisiana Sheriffs’
ACADIA PARISH
Sheriff K.P. Gibson
Recipient: Abriel Stutes
ALLEN PARISH
Sheriff Douglas L. Hebert, III
Recipient:s Alanna Dane Arvie
Clyde C. Hurst
ASCENSION PARISH
Sheriff Jeff Wiley
Recipient: Kole Gaven Guerin
ASSUMPTION PARISH
Sheriff Leland Falcon
Recipient: Alli Renne Crochet
AVOYELLES PARISH
Sheriff Doug Anderson
Recipient: Annie Rachal Gerrmillon
BEAUREGARD PARISH
Sheriff Ricky Moses
Recipient: Abigail Propst
BIENVILLE PARISH
Sheriff John Ballance
Recipient: Azariya McClendon
BOSSIER PARISH
Sheriff Julian C. Whittington
Recipient: Benjamin Tyler Robins
CADDO PARISH
Sheriff Steve Prator
Recipient: Jonathan David Reich, Jr.
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CALCASIEU PARISH
Sheriff Tony Mancuso
Recipient: Allison Blanchard
CALDWELL PARISH
Sheriff Clay Bennett
Recipient: Ethan Wayne Hudson
CAMERON PARISH
Sheriff Ronald Johnson
Recipient: Sarah Elizabeth Lyons
CATAHOULA PARISH
Sheriff Toney Edwards
Recipient: Rachel Eichmann
CLAIBORNE PARISH
Sheriff Ken Bailey
Recipients: Troynescia T. Hamilton
Madelyn Frances Haynes
CONCORDIA PARISH
Sheriff Kenneth Hedrick
Recipient: Ajah Williams
DESOTO PARISH
Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle
Recipient: Victoria Jones
EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux
Recipient: Kenya Ridley
EAST CARROLL PARISH
Sheriff Wydette Williams
Recipient: Addie Bell Coody
EAST FELICIANA PARISH
Sheriff Jeff Travis
Recipient: Chelsea Shoemaker
EVANGELINE PARISH
Sheriff Eddie Soileau
Recipient: Nicole Hampshire
FRANKLIN PARISH
Sheriff Kevin Cobb
Recipient: Justin Robbins
GRANT PARISH
Sheriff Steven McCain
Recipient: Karlee Teddlie
IBERIA PARISH
Sheriff Louis Ackal
Recipient: Katelyn Bourque
IBERVILLE PARISH
Sheriff Brett Stassi
Recipients: Michael D’Albor
Victoria Brigalia
JACKSON PARISH
Sheriff Andy Brown
Recipient: Jhori Leonard
JEFFERSON PARISH
Sheriff Newell Normand
Recipient: Rachel Hicks
JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH
Sheriff Ivy Woods
Recipient: Brendan Laughlin
LAFAYETTE PARISH
Sheriff Mark Garber
Recipient: Arin Rubin

Honorary Membership Program. They are awarded to
students from each parish where the sheriff is affiliated
with the Program. While some sheriffs divide the $500
scholarship into two, $250 scholarships, other sheriffs
enhance scholarship benefits to larger denominations with
funds they provide themselves.
To obtain information about the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Scholarship Program, contact your local Sheriff ’s Office.
LAFOURCHE PARISH
Sheriff Craig Webre
Recipient: Samantha Grace Hebert
LASALLE PARISH
Sheriff Scott Franklin
Recipients: Devon Smith
Jonathan Lee
LINCOLN PARISH
Sheriff Mike Stone
Recipients: Collin Shively
Jalon Grant
LIVINGSTON PARISH
Sheriff Jason Ard
Recipient: Lauren Estrada
MADISON PARISH
Sheriff Larry Cox
Recipient: Asha Meilstrup
MOREHOUSE PARISH
Sheriff Mike Tubbs
Recipient: Bailey Ryder
NATCHITOCHES PARISH
Sheriff Victor Jones
Recipient: Kenikka Wafer
ORLEANS PARISH
Sheriff Marlin Gusman
Recipient: Carissa Lynn Kimball
OUACHITA PARISH
Sheriff Jay Russell
Recipient: Case Thomas Thurmon
PLAQUEMINES PARISH
Sheriff Gerald Turlich
Recipient: Scott Blanchard
POINTE COUPEE PARISH
Sheriff Beauregard “Bud” Torres
Recipient: Riley Circello
RAPIDES PARISH
Sheriff William Earl Hilton
Recipients: William Eric Fuqua
Alica Carynn Brister
RED RIVER PARISH
Sheriff Glen Edwards
Recipients: Rebecca Prosperie
Keava Turner
RICHLAND PARISH
Sheriff Gary Gilley
Recipient: Madelyn Cox
SABINE PARISH
Sheriff Ronny Richardson
Recipient: Chelsea Paige Beasley
ST. BERNARD PARISH
Sheriff James Pohlmann
Recipient: Unavailable at press time
ST. CHARLES PARISH
Sheriff Greg Champagne
Recipient: Kaila U. Peters
ST. HELENA PARISH
Sheriff Nathaniel “Nat” Williams
Recipient: LaMarco D’Quan Travis

ST. JAMES PARISH
Sheriff Willy Martin
Recipient: Jordan Warren
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH
Sheriff Michael Tregre
Recipient: Diandra Nelson
ST. LANDRY PARISH
Sheriff Bobby Guidroz
Recipient: April Nicole Pruitt
ST. MARTIN PARISH
Sheriff Ronny Theriot
Recipient: Kaitlyn Paige Calais
ST. MARY PARISH
Sheriff Mark Hebert
Recipient: Kaeley Paige Hill
ST. TAMMANY PARISH
Sheriff Randy Smith
Recipient: Jena Boudreaux
TANGIPAHOA PARISH
Sheriff Daniel Edwards
Recipient: unavailable at press time.
TENSAS PARISH
Sheriff Rickey Jones
Recipient: Aaron Barfield
TERREBONNE PARISH
Sheriff Jerry Larpenter
Recipient: Miranda Himel
UNION PARISH
Sheriff Dusty Gates
Recipient: Maggie C. Herrmann
VERMILION PARISH
Sheriff Mike Couvillon
Recipient: John Gordy Broussard
VERNON PARISH
Sheriff Sam Craft
Recipient: Matthew Ward
WASHINGTON PARISH
Sheriff Randy Seal
Recipient: Victoria Elizabeth
Murphy
WEBSTER PARISH
Sheriff Gary Sexton
Recipient: Abigail Reynold
WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH
Sheriff Mike Cazes
Recipients: Allie Marionneaux
Dimond B. DeCuir
WEST CARROLL PARISH
Sheriff Jerry Philley
Recipients: John Michael Stalling
Lillia Copes
WEST FELICIANA PARISH
Sheriff Austin Daniel
Recipient: Bethany Danielle Daniels
WINN PARISH
Sheriff Cranford Jordan
Recipient: Jacob Johnson

Your local sheriff will be happy to provide information regarding the 2017 Louisiana Sheriffs’ Scholarship Program.

LOUISIANA STRONG, continued from front cover

situation where most would run away. These services benefitted
not only Sheriff Gautreaux, and the East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s
East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sid Gautreaux also offers his Office; and Chief Carl Dabadie and the Baton Rouge Police
gratitude saying, “ I can’t thank you enough for the overwhelming Department; but also all law enforcement agencies, and all of our
response of support and personnel from throughout the state. constituents across the state.
While our agency personnel may have been stretched and resources
On August 12, 2016, just a month after the Alton Sterling
exhausted, we instead found ourselves having to turn down shooting, Louisiana faced perhaps its greatest challenge, as some
offers of support from throughout the state. The specially trained parts of the state received up to 29 inches of water in 48 hours in
personnel we used to supplement our forces have been paramount an event labeled the “Great Flood of 2016.” Statistically, a flood of
in our successes maintaining
these proportions has a .001
peace and order in the
chance of happening in any
community. The prayers and
given year, which is why it is
pledges of solidarity from all
called a 1000-year flood.
our sheriffs across Louisiana,
The flood impacted 22
however, have given us all
parishes throughout the state.
strength during this difficult
Some of which were still
time. Knowing that we have
reeling from flooding that
the backing of our Louisiana
had occurred this past March.
Sheriffs’ Association and the
An estimated 146,000 homes
Sheriff’s Task Force has been East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriffs Office’s Mobile Field Force in line on were damaged. 486 deputies
a tremendous blessing. Thank Government Street and East Blvd in Baton Rouge in an effort to keep the reported their homes as
community and streets safe during protests.
you.”
either damaged or destroyed.
One thing that stood out, that helped us prevent the situation Despite the fact that many law enforcement officers had lost
from becoming like those in Baltimore, MD, and Ferguson, their own homes, these officers spent their days during the flood
MO, was the relationships our sheriffs have established within assisting others. Over 30,000 people were evacuated by local law
our communities. As elected officials, sheriffs have a serious enforcement, firefighters, the National Guard, the Coast Guard
commitment to our respective communities. In contrast, in places and fellow citizens.
like Baltimore and Ferguson, their leaders had to reach out to the
In addition to their work on the front lines during the floods,
African-American religious leaders of their communities after the Louisiana Sheriffs have also been working tirelessly with state and
fact. We already established those relationships in Baton Rouge federal officials to seek assistance in flood recovery. Livingston
and in the entire state.
Parish Sheriff Jason Ard and East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sid
In surrounding areas we didn’t have the “domino effect” Gautreaux, along with LSA executive director Michael A. Ranatza
with riots spreading statewide. Areas like Shreveport, Alexandria, and assistant executive director Sheriff Gary Bennett (Ret.) have
Cottonport, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Laplace, Monroe, and New made several trips to Washington D.C. to meet with U.S. Senators
Orleans were all noted as potential sites for upheaval. Because of and Representatives, the Bureau of Justice Assistance, and the
these relationships already established, this did not happen. This White House to address the state’s current needs as well as plan for
is a direct reflection on the rapport built between sheriffs, elected ways to improve disaster response in the future.
officials, and leaders in these communities.
The summer of 2016 might be marked as a trilogy of tragedy
The strength found in these partnerships was not limited to law with these three unprecedented events. We will remember the
enforcement only. Baton Rouge Mayor Kip Holden and Governor protests, we will remember the shootings, and we will remember
John Bel Edwards both worked behind the scenes to assist and our fallen officers. We will also remember the strength of heroes
provide support. The governor’s emphasis on the “importance of in these darkest times; our first responders who came together,
us getting this right” rang true in everyone’s mind as they faced who ran to the danger instead of away. We will remember the
split-second decisions in the tensest of situations.
strength our leaders showed as they worked together to protect and
On July 17th, tragedy struck again as a lone gunman from out- preserve our state. We will remember the strength of the people
of-town ambushed Baton Rouge law enforcement officers. Baton of Louisiana, who helped one another stand strong, when we no
Rouge Police officers Matthew Gerald, and Montrell Jackson were longer had the strength to do so ourselves. Louisiana always comes
killed as well as East Baton Rouge Parish Deputy Brad Garafola. back stronger after the storm.
Three other officers were injured including Deputy Bruce
In light of the tragic events of July 17, 2016, the East Baton
Simmons, Officer Chad Montgomery, and Deputy Nick Tullier, Rouge Sheriff’s Office has established the following accounts:
who is still on a long journey to recovery at a Texas rehab facility. Deputy Brad Garafola Memorial Fund, Corporal Nicholas
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association Task Force was activated Tullier First Responder Fund, and Sergeant Bruce Simmons First
again. And when the call was made asking for assistance, the Responder Fund. Donations can be made payable to EBRSOresponse across the state was tremendous. This time at least “Name of Fund” and mailed to P.O. Box 3277. Attn: Finance
seventeen parishes from throughout the state responded to assist Office, Baton Rouge, LA 70821. Donations can also be made at
Baton Rouge officers. The Task Force deployment was executed any JP Morgan Chase Bank location referencing the account to
with skill, consistency, and professionalism across the board. The which you wish to donate.
LSA Task Force easily had as many deputies who had called and
If you would like to assist the 486 deputies whose homes
committed and were packed and ready “on standby,” as there were were damaged or destroyed by the floods, you may donate to the
actively working in Baton Rouge. These officers were willing Louisiana Deputy Sheriff Assistance Fund. For more information
to run to the danger, to help out their brothers in need, during a please visit: http://www.employees1st.org/sheriffs/.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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St. Martin Parish recounts flood rescue efforts
by Major Ginny Higgins, Public Information Officer, St Martin Parish

L

ike many neighboring parishes in the state, Friday August
Throughout the flood event, each day began with an assessment
12, 2016 was the beginning of a month-long flood event of roads that remained flooded and updates and pictures of those
in St. Martin Parish. On Saturday August 13, 2016 as the areas were provided to the media and were put on Facebook to
morning progressed, severe flooding began to occur in many areas keep the residents up to date. Additionally, drone footage was also
of St. Martin Parish.
taken within the first two days to be able to assess the hardest hit
Deputies were put in various traffic points throughout the areas. Thankfully, there was no loss of life during this epic event.
Parish to prevent sightseers from traveling
down flooded roads causing further damage
to already flooded yards and homes. Calls
for rescues from motorists who attempted
to drive through high water were received
along with calls for assistance from those
wanting to leave their homes.
Fortunately, within the first 24 hours,
flooding went down in some areas allowing
residents to begin the clean-up process.
However, many of the hardest hit areas
had to wait several weeks to be able to
return home. Deputies worked around the
clock shifts in those areas where flooding
remained an issue to make sure that only
residents were allowed access in an out of
their neighborhoods. Many of the residents
had to park their cars at the end of the road Major E.J. Melancon (Warden) and Captain Gerald Clay (Corrections Chief of Operations)
and travel by boat to get to their homes.
assisting elderly residents in evacuation. Photo courtesy of St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Lt. Chuck Scott (Investigations), Sgt. Jed Champagne (Narcotics
Officer) along with Deputy Todd Neal (Narcotics Officer) launching
Deputy Troy Dupuis (D.A.R.E. Officer) assisting residents who were a boat to travel back to a severely flooded area to retrieve several
evacuating their homes from the flood. Photo courtesy of St. Martin members of a family and their animals. Photo courtesy of St. Martin
Parish Sheriff’s Office.
Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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No stranger to flooding, St. Tammany deputies
assist neighboring parishes
by Deputy Suzanne Carboni, Public Affairs, St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office

T

hankfully St. Tammany Parish
was spared much of the flooding
experienced by our neighboring
parishes during the massive flooding
event this past August. However, our
deputies are no strangers to flooding.
Just this past March, St. Tammany
Parish Sheriff’s deputies rescued more
than 700 residents from flooded homes
after flood waters rose to record levels
in many parts of the parish. These
same deputies didn’t think twice before
offering their help to their counterparts
when six months later the floodwaters
rose in parishes to our west.
Interstate 12 from Covington to
Baton Rouge became a literal parking
lot as floodwaters trapped motorist
in their cars. Acting on a request
from State Police for assistance, St.
Tammany Parish Sheriff ’s deputies
used high water vehicles to reach the
people bringing them bottled water
and evacuating 20 individuals, who
had been trapped in their vehicles

Sgt. Gary Nunez with St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s
Office carries a resident through floodwaters after the
Bogue Chitto River flooded parts of St. Tammany in
August 2016. Photo courtesy of St. Tammany Parish
Sheriff’s Office.

for more than a day, to a shelter in
Hammond.
It was also during this time that
the St. Tammany Sheriff’s dispatch
center began receiving emergency
calls from nine other agencies, whose
facilities were affected by the flooding
and power outages.
During the four-day period of
August 12-15, St. Tammany Parish
dispatchers answered 1,853 calls for
service, transferring many of those to
agencies in other parishes.
St. Tammany Sheriff’s Office also
sent deputies to assist during and after
the flooding in Livingston and East
Baton Rouge parishes as residents there
returned home to assess the damage.
While St. Tammany was spared
much of the flooding this past August,
we were not completely unaffected.
Deputies rescued 22 St. Tammany
residents and 7 pets in addition to
the assistance they provided to other
agencies.

St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s deputies use high water vehicles to bring bottled water to stranded motorist on Interstate 12. Deputies rescued
20 of those stranded motorists, bringing them to a shelter in Hammond. Photo courtesy of St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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THE GREAT FLOOD OF 2016

East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sid Gautreaux helps rescue a family trapped in their home by flood waters in North Baton Rouge. Photo
courtesy of East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Cpl. Madison Cox, Caddo Sheriff’s Marine Unit, helps evacuate a resident and her dog from a flooded subdivision in East Baton Rouge
Parish. Photo courtesy of Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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SHERIFFS AND DEPUTIES ASSISTING
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN IN EVACUATION

Lt. Donna Jackson and Reserve Deputy Cecil Windham of the Caddo Sheriff’s Office Marine Unit transport an elderly Baton Rouge
resident to safety after her home flooded and she was without electricity. CPSO deputies spent four weeks assisting with rescue and patrol
duties in East Baton Rouge and Livingston parishes during the flood. Photo courtesy of Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Livingston Parish first responders had to get creative in the field
Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff deputies deliver supplies to flood in order to more efficiently help as many people as possible. Photo
victims. Photo courtesy of Jefferson Davis Parish Sheriff’s Office.
courtesy of Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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THE GREAT FLOOD OF 2016

Colonel Mike Edmonson and Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard (foreground), along with East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sid Gautreaux
and Gov. John Bel Edwards discuss ongoing flood assistance for Louisiana. Photo courtesy of Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Gautreaux swears in deputies arriving from out of town to serve as part of the LSA”s task force to help flooded residents. Photo
courtesy of East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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LOUISIANA STRONG: SHERIFFS, DEPUTIES,
AND STATE LEADERS WORKING TOGETHER!

Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard and his team devising a rescue plan during the floods. Photo courtesy of Livingston Parish Sheriff’s
Office.

Livingston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard briefs out-of-parish crews from Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office. Photo courtesy of Livingston Parish
Sheriff’s Office.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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IMPACT OF THE GREAT FLOOD OF 2016

Cpl. Frank Edmondson, Caddo Sheriff’s Marine Unit, assists the East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office with a roof-top rescue on Severn
Avenue in Baton Rouge. Photo courtesy of Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office.

EBRSO Maritime Response and Dive teams recover a vehicle and driver swept away by swift floodwaters. Photo courtesy of East Baton
Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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THROUGHOUT THE STATE

The Livingston Parish Detention Center takes on water . Inmates had to be evacuated to various detention centers throughout the state.
Photo courtesy of Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Lafayette Parish neighborhoods in the town of Youngsville were Many Lafayette Parish residences bordering the Vermillion were
heavily impacted by the storm. Photo courtesy of John Mowell, deeply affected by the flood. Photo courtesy of John Mowell, Public
Public Information Officer, Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office.
Information Officer, Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s Office.
LOUISIANA SHERIFF

11

SHERIFFS’ HONORARY MEMBERS CONTRIBU

The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Members Program brings educational a
of its Honorary Members. Here is how membership dues are work

Acadia Parish
Sheriff K.P. Gibson
LSU-Eunice

Allen Parish
Sheriff Douglas Hebert
D.A.R.E. Program

Ascension Parish
Sheriff Jeff Wiley
Scholarship Program

Assumption Parish
Sheriff Leland Falcon
Summer Camp

Avoyelles Parish
Sheriff Doug Anderson
Community Services

Beauregard Parish
Sheriff Ricky L. Moses
D.A.R.E. Program

Catahoula Parish
Sheriff Toney Edwards
D.A.R.E. Program

Claiborne Parish
Sheriff Ken Bailey
Athletic Program

Concordia Parish
Sheriff Kenneth Hedrick
D.A.R.E. Program

DeSoto Parish
Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle
Scholarship Program

East Baton Rouge Parish
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux
Nights of Remembrance

East Carroll Parish
Sheriff Wydette Williams
Crime Prevention

Jackson Parish
Sheriff Andy Brown
Senior Citizens’
Program

Jefferson Parish
Sheriff Newell Normand
Band of Excellence

Jefferson Davis Parish
Sheriff Ivy Woods
D.A.R.E. Program

Lafayette Parish
Sheriff Mark Garber
Unavailable at press time

LaFourche Parish
Sheriff Craig Webre
Youth Development
Programs

LaSalle Parish
Sheriff Scott Franklin
Scholarship Program

Ouachita Parish
Sheriff Jay Russell
Youth Programs

Plaquemines Parish
Sheriff Gerald “Jerry”
Turlich Jr.
D.A.R.E. Program

Pointe Coupee Parish
Sheriff Beauregard
“Bud” Torres, III
D.A.R.E. Program

Rapides Parish
Sheriff William Earl Hilton
Community Services

Red River Parish
Sheriff Glen Edwards
Scholarship Program

Richland Parish
Sheriff Gary Gilley
Community Services

Sabine Parish
Sheriff Ronny Richardson
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Mary Parish
Sheriff Mark Hebert
Scholarship and
Senior Citizens’ Programs

St. Tammany Parish
Sheriff Randy Smith
Senior Citizens’ and
Reserve Deputies’ Programs

Tangipahoa Parish
Sheriff Daniel Edwards
D.A.R.E. Program

Tensas Parish
Sheriff Rickey Jones
D.A.R.E. Program

Terrebonne Parish
Sheriff Jerry Larpenter
D.A.R.E. Program

Union Parish
Sheriff Dusty Gates
D.A.R.E. and Triad
Programs

Vermilion Parish
Sheriff Mike Couvillon
D.A.R.E. Program
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UTE TO PUBLIC SERVICES AT LOCAL LEVEL

and charitable public services to local communities through the generosity
king throughout Louisiana. Thank you for your continued support.
-Sheriff Greg Champagne, Chairman-Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary Membership Program

Bienville Parish
Sheriff John Ballance
D.A.R.E. Program

Bossier Parish
Sheriff Julian Whittington
Crime Prevention

Caddo Parish
Sheriff Stephen Prator
Crime Prevention

Calcasieu Parish
Sheriff Tony Mancuso
Youth Services

Caldwell Parish
Sheriff Clay Bennett
Explorer Scouts

Cameron Parish
Sheriff Ronald Johnson
D.A.R.E. Program

East Feliciana Parish
Sheriff “Jeff” Travis
Unavailable at press time

Evangeline Parish
Sheriff Eddie Soileau
D.A.R.E. Awareness

Franklin Parish
Sheriff Kevin Cobb
Youth Programs

Grant Parish
Sheriff Steven McCain
Youth Camp

Iberia Parish
Sheriff Louis Ackal
D.A.R.E. Program

Iberville Parish
Sheriff Brett Stassi
Youth Services

Lincoln Parish
Sheriff Mike Stone
Triad and D.A.R.E. Programs

Livingston Parish
Sheriff Jason Ard
Drug Awareness and
D.A.R.E. Programs

Madison Parish
Sheriff Larry Cox
D.A.R.E. Program

Morehouse Parish
Sheriff Mike Tubbs
Summer Youth Camp

Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff Victor Jones, Jr.
Youth Ball and
D.A.R.E. Program

Orleans Parish
Sheriff Marlin Gusman
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Bernard Parish
Sheriff James Pohlmann
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Charles Parish
Sheriff Greg Champagne
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Helena Parish
Sheriff Nathaniel “Nat”
Williams
Crime Prevention

St. James Parish
Sheriff Willy Martin, Jr.
Character Links

St. John the Baptist Parish
Sheriff Michael Tregre
Drug Education

St. Landry Parish
Sheriff Bobby Guidroz
D.A.R.E. Program

St. Martin Parish
Sheriff Ronny Theriot
Charitable, Educational and
Public Safety Programs

Vernon Parish
Sheriff Sam Craft
D.A.R.E. Program

Washington Parish
Sheriff Randy Seal
D.A.R.E. Program

Webster Parish
Sheriff Gary Sexton
4-H Shooting Sports
and Council on Aging

West Baton Rouge Parish
Sheriff Mike Cazes
D.A.R.E. and Scholarship
Programs

West Carroll Parish
Sheriff Jerry Philley
Youth Drug Program

West Feliciana Parish
Sheriff Austin Daniel
Drug Awareness

Winn Parish
Sheriff Cranford Jordan
D.A.R.E. Program

LOUISIANA SHERIFF
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A Profile

Sheriff Sid Gautreaux
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

A

dversity is a word Sheriff Sid Gautreaux has become all
too familiar with this past summer as East Baton Rouge
Parish faced a tragic series of events. First, unprecedented
civil unrest after an officer involved shooting, then a brutal attack
from an outsider on local law enforcement, finally an epic 1,000year flood. Just one of these tragedies is enough to test the mettle
of any sheriff’s career. Yet during these most challenging times
Sheriff Gautreaux was a source of strength and comfort to the
deputies he served; who were facing unprecedented loss as three
deputies are shot, one killed, along with the shooting of three
Baton Rouge Police Department officers, killing two. Gautreaux
remained steadfast in his service as president of the Louisiana
Sheriffs’ Association as he continued to represent Louisiana’s 64
sheriffs during this time.
Perhaps Gautreaux’s resilience and fortitude when facing
adversity comes from his childhood. When he was a small child
he battled Polio. His condition was so dire that his father was
sent home from his Marine Corps service in the Korean War to
be with his son. Gautreaux was not expected to make it through,
but against all odds, he survived. Sheriff Gautreaux lived in Baton
Rouge until the fourth grade, when his family moved to nearby
Baker, Louisiana. Gautreaux attended Baker High School and
Northwestern State University in Natchitoches. He says growing
up he only really envisioned himself doing one of three things:
becoming a priest, a coach, or a law enforcement officer. When
he started his job in law enforcement with the Baker Police
Reserves, he says he quickly realized that this was exactly what
he wanted to do. “When I made up my mind I wanted to go into
law enforcement I had the opportunity to work for the sheriff’s
office, the city, or the state. Maybe it goes back to my childhood,
and watching those old westerns, but there is just something about
being a sheriff’s deputy and wearing a sheriff’s badge. So I started
my career with the East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office in
1976,” Sheriff Gautreaux said.
Gautreaux worked in the prison for a year, and then worked on
the road in uniform Patrol until 1980 when he decided to run for
Chief of Police in Baker. He served as Chief of Police for seven
terms, running unopposed the last four terms. Still all along, he
knew he wanted to be Sheriff. After 27 years as Baker Chief of
Police he ran for sheriff, and is currently serving in his third term.
In his service as Sheriff, Gautreaux has found a unique way of
fulfilling all three of his career choices he had pondered growing
up. Like priests, sheriffs are never “off duty.” His job doesn’t end
at the end of the workday, and the public calls on him to serve at
any hour. Gautreaux says, “I’m blessed. To me, if you’re in law
enforcement, it is a calling; the only right reason to be in this
business is to serve. Those who excel, or endure in this business,
know that this is a calling and do truly have a servant’s heart and a
servant’s mentality. I was called to do this.”
Sheriff Gautreaux hearkens back to his love of football and
baseball and his childhood desire to be a coach and points out
that being a sheriff is just like being a coach. He says it doesn’t
matter how great your goals and ideas are, if you don’t have
good assistants and good players, you’re not going to do well.
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Sheriff Gautreaux takes great pride
in his staff and believes it’s his team
that contributes to the success and
favorability of the East Baton Rouge
Parish Sheriff ’s Office. He says,
“Not a day goes by that I don’t get a
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux,
call from a member of the public who East Baton Rouge Parish,
is calling to compliment someone
LSA President
on our team. Whether it’s changing
a tire, counseling a child, or getting someone home safely, my
employees serve because it’s who they are, and they love doing
what they do.”
Fulfilling his dream as sheriff, Gautreaux has expanded the
East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s Office by adding a Public
Affairs Division, making it easier for the community and law
enforcement to connect. He has also worked hard at diversifying
his staff in order to better represent his parish’s population.
Since becoming sheriff, Gautreaux has used community outreach
programs to make proactive efforts to reduce crime. In 2014,
Sheriff Gautreaux was inducted in the Louisiana Justice Hall of
Fame. He is the only law enforcement officer in the state to serve
as the president of both the Louisiana Association of Chiefs of
Police and the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.
Looking back on his career thus far, and especially this past
year, Sheriff Gautreaux believes none of his accomplishments
would have been possible without his wife, Suzi Gautreaux. He
says she stood by him with love and support in the best of times and
the worst of times. He says the adversity of this past year has a silver
lining, “When you have adversity, and things happen like what
happened this past summer, you come closer together. It makes you
proud to wear that star, proud to be a part of the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Association and proud of the people they represent.”
Gautreaux says he has seen firsthand the bond of brotherhood
he shares with sheriffs across the state who reached out to him
during the most tumultuous times this year. He is thankful that he
receives selfless support from the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association
executive director, Michael Ranatza; and the Association’s
assistant executive director, Sh. Gary Bennett, (Ret.). Gautreaux
also expressed his gratitude to Governor John Bel Edwards, who
stood by law enforcement and worked closely with them during
the shootings and the flood. Sheriff Gautreaux said, “Of all of the
governors I have worked with in 41 years, and I’ve worked with
some good ones, Governor John Bel Edwards is the strongest
supporter of law enforcement, and I don’t think we can ask for a
better person as far as that goes.”
Sheriff Gautreaux says he is here to serve, and as long as he
remains sheriff, he will be a proud supporter of the Louisiana
Sheriffs’ Association. He hopes his presidency can be remembered
for his support of all 64 sheriffs, “Whether you are from the
smallest parish, or the largest, we are all sheriffs, and we are all
equals. I think the people of Louisiana should be proud of their
sheriffs, who as chief law enforcement officers of the parish take
our responsibilities and our duties seriously to serve and protect
the people.”

Sheriffs Elect 2016-2017 Board at Annual Meeting
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

O

n August 23, 2016, the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Association elected and installed their 20162017 Executive Board and Committee,
during their General Membership meeting. During
the meeting, the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary
Membership Program also recognized Jefferson
Parish Sheriff Newell Normand, and West Feliciana
Sheriff Austin Daniel for their performances in the
2016 Acquisition and Renewal Campaign. Sheriff
Normand holds the distinction of generating the
highest parish revenue in this year’s campaign,
and Sheriff Daniel received the highest percentage
response rate.
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association’s officers
and board members will serve until July 2017, and
they include:

President
First Vice-President
Second Vice-President
Secretary-Treasurer
Sergeant-at-Arms
1st District
1st District Alternate
2nd District
3rd District
3rd District Alternate
4th District
4th District Alternate
5th District
5th District Alternate
6th District
6th District Alternate
7th District
7th District Alternate
8th District
8th District Alternate
9th District
9th District Alternate

Sheriff Sid Gautreaux
Sheriff Mike Couvillon
Sheriff Rodney Arbuckle
Sheriff Craig Webre
Sheriff Julian Whittington
Sheriff Randy Smith
Sheriff Newell Normand
Sheriff Marlin Gusman
Sheriff Jimmy Pohlmann
Sheriff Leland Falcon
Sheriff Ronny Richardson
Sheriff Sam Craft
Sheriff Jay Russell
Sheriff Wydette Williams
Sheriff Steven McCain
Sheriff Toney Edwards
Sheriff Daniel Edwards
Sheriff Randy Seal
Sheriff Doug Hebert
Sheriff Ivy Woods
Sheriff Mike Tregre
Sheriff Jeff Travis

East Baton Rouge Parish
Vermilion Parish
DeSoto Parish
Lafourche Parish
Bossier Parish
St. Tammany Parish
Jefferson Parish
Orleans Parish
St. Bernard Parish
Assumption Parish
Sabine Parish
Vernon Parish
Ouachita Parish
East Carroll Parish
Grant Parish
Catahoula Parish
Tangipahoa Parish
Washington Parish
Allen Parish
Jefferson Davis Parish
St. John the Baptist Parish
East Feliciana Parish

Louisiana’s newly elected sheriffs complete
executive training program in Baton Rouge
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

T

en newly elected sheriffs and eight executive personnel
representing ten parishes recently completed the Louisiana
Sheriffs’ Institute according to Michael A. Ranatza,
executive director of the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association. The
weeklong comprehensive executive development program,
conducted at the Embassy Suites Baton Rouge, was designed to
enhance the administrative capabilities of the sheriff, enabling
him to more efficiently fulfill the duties of the office of sheriff.
The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Institute class comprises the following
law enforcement executives: Sheriff K.P. Gibson, Acadia Parish;
Chief Deputy Kelly Gibson, Acadia Parish; Sheriff Leland Falcon,
Assumption Parish; Commander Lonnie J. Cavalier, Assumption
Parish; Sheriff Clay Bennett, Caldwell Parish; Chief Deputy Jack
McKeithen, Caldwell Parish; Sheriff Toney Edwards, Catahoula
Parish; Sheriff Jeff Travis, East Feliciana Parish; Chief Civil
Deputy Wendi Hooge, East Feliciana Parish; Sheriff Mark Garber,
Lafayette Parish; Chief Deputy Carlos Stout, Lafayette Parish;
Sheriff Jerry Turlich, Jr., Plaquemines Parish; Chief Deputy

Lon J. Boudreaux Jr., Plaquemines Parish; Sheriff Gary Gilley,
Richland Parish; Chief Deputy Neal Glenn Harwell, Richland
Parish; Sheriff Randy Smith, St. Tammany Parish; Chief Deputy
Fred Oswald, St. Tammany Parish; Sheriff Dusty Gates, Union
Parish.
Ranatza said, “The public places a great deal of trust in their
elected officials and the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Institute provides
Louisiana’s sheriffs with the most up-to-date information needed
to assist them with their role as sheriffs including criminal justice,
policing, prosecution, the courts, corrections, probation, and civil
proceedings.”
The LSI is sponsored and developed by the Louisiana
Sheriffs’ Association. The training programs faculty comprises
selected legal and criminal justice professionals from throughout
the state. Designed to assist the sheriffs as criminal justice
executives, this program is funded by the Louisiana Commission
on Law Enforcement and Administration of Criminal Justice, and
the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association.

Governor John Bel Edwards, center, is seen as he welcomes Louisiana Sheriffs’ Institute participants to the Governor’s Mansion for an informal meeting. Pictured
from left to right are: Sheriff Clay Bennett, Caldwell Parish; Sheriff Toney Edwards, Catahoula Parish; Sheriff Gary Gilley, Richland Parish; Sheriff Jeff Travis,
East Feliciana Parish; Sheriff Mike Cazes, West Baton Rouge Parish; Sheriff Randy Smith, St. Tammany Parish; Governor John Bel Edwards; LSA executive
director, Michael A. Ranatza; Sheriff Mike Stone, Lincoln Parish; LSA assistant executive director, Gary Bennett; Sheriff Mark Garber, Lafayette Parish; Sheriff
K.P. Gibson, Acadia Parish; Sheriff Jerry Turlich, Jr., Plaquemines Parish; Sheriff Leland Falcon, Assumption Parish; Sheriff Dusty Gates, Union Parish.
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LSA hosts Sandy Hook Promise seminar on mental
health and gun violence prevention in schools
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

T

his past spring representatives from Sandy Hook Promise
held a roundtable discussion at the Louisiana Sheriffs’
Association to provide information about their non-profit
organization. They addressed the issue of mental health and
gun violence prevention in schools to an audience of 75 leaders
from the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association, Louisiana State Police,
Louisiana Association of Chiefs of Police, along with local
dignitaries, school resource officers, and educators.
Co-founder of Sandy Hook Promise, Nicole Hockley,
lost her son at the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting
in December 2012. She dedicated herself from then on to
working for change so that other families might be spared the
pain of losing a loved one to gun violence. Hockley, along with

co-founder and Sandy Hook Parent Tim Makris shared the
Sandy Hook Promise mission of preventing gun violence before
it happens by teaching schools and youth organizations how to
recognize the signs and signals of individuals who may be at-risk
of hurting themselves or others and influence them to get help.
Sandy Hook Promise uses a three-pillar approach to
addressing gun violence prevention. First, by educating and
engaging youth and adults in gun violence awareness and
prevention. Their position is that all violence is preventable and
that the focus should not be on “the gun” but rather “the human”
holding the gun. Second, by partnering with schools and youth
organizations to share their four “Know the Signs” prevention
programs. Third, by advocating and passing sensible state and
federal policy for mental health and wellness and gun safety.
So far at no cost, they have trained over 700,000 students
in 1,100 schools and youth organizations on how to be more
connected to their peers and how to recognize warning signs
and then tell a trusted adult who can help. At the end of 2015,
after being trained in one of Sandy Hook Promise’s awareness
programs, a student identified a threat on social media and
reported it. This intervention literally stopped a credible school
shooting.
Sandy Hook Promise plans to continue expanding their
programs and hopes to double their number of volunteer
Co-founders of Sandy Hook Promise Nicole Hockley and Tim “Promise Leaders” nationwide. They will continue their efforts
Makris speak at the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association to 75 law to stop more tragedies before they occur by teaching youth and
enforcement leaders from throughout the state about the issues of adults how to “Know the Signs.” For more information please
visit www.sandyhookpromise.org.
mental health and gun violence prevention in schools.

St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office forms S.O.A.R.
Observational Airborne Response Team
by Major Ginny Higgins, Public Information Officer, St. Martin Parish

A

fter two years of planning, the St. Martin Parish
Sheriff ’s Office obtained a UAV (Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle) and subsequently formed “S.O.A.R.” St.
Martin Observational Airborne Response Team. Following the
acquisition of the UAV, training and certification with the FAA
was completed and the Jurisdictional Certification of Authority
will be completed in July of 2016. Training is conducted weekly
on certified training grounds near Parks, LA.
Because of its versatility, the UAV is used for search
and rescue over water and land, event studies, post-storm
observations and fugitive recovery. The UAV has the ability to
conduct these operations during the day by direct line of sight,
and with night flights using lights and FLIR. Due to the rural
nature of our Parish, and the fact that lower St. Martin Parish is The St. Martin Parish Sheriff’s Office’s newly obtained Unmanned
divided by two Parishes, this is a great asset for the St. Martin Aerial Vehicle (UAV). Photo courtesy of the St. Martin Parish
Sheriff’s Office.
Parish Sheriff ’s Office.
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LSA and partners take steps
to stop human trafficking
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

H

uman Trafficking is a global phenomenon and neither
the United States nor Louisiana are exempt. In fact,
according to national statistics one of the busiest
trafficking corridors in America stretches along I-10 from
Houston to New Orleans. Adolescent human trafficking is a
major criminal activity in Louisiana where children from every
walk of life are either abducted or lured by traffickers and
transported to other states where they are turned into sexual
slaves. Human trafficking advocate, Father Jeff Bayhi says
“Human trafficking is the second largest illegal moneymaker in
the world, second only behind the sale of illegal arms.” Between
200,000 and 300,000 children are at high risk of falling prey to
the sex trade industries according to United States Department
of Justice Statistics. The average age of a trafficking victim is
13. Through increased law enforcement efforts and awareness
in Louisiana more and more children are being rescued from
trafficking each day throughout our state.
The LSA recently partnered with Father Bayhi, Pastor of
Zachary’s St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, to assist in his
efforts to build a safe home for underage human trafficking
victims. Last year, LSA Special Programs Director, Dr. Bobby
Gaston traveled with Fr. Bayhi, Sen. Ronnie Johns, Rev. Rodney
Wood and Louisiana State Police Colonel Mike Edmonson
to Italy to visit a safe house there, founded by Sister Eugenia
Bonetti.
Fr. Bayhi’s plans are set in motion to open a similar home
in Louisiana near the Zachary area. The home will be run and
funded through his non-profit organization, Metanoia Inc.
Metanoia means, “change of heart.” Bayhi knows that this safe
house, “Metanoia Manor,” will proved the type of environment

that will enable these victims to learn the life skills necessary to
find their self-worth and go on to live healthy productive lives.
The home will initially house 16 girls, who will be led and
nurtured by four volunteer nuns and a staff of professionals
including nurses, social workers, educators, and others. The
ultimate goal being that upon completion of the Metanoia
program, each participant will find appropriate employment and
a safe place to live before leaving. Metanoia will provide a home
school education including GED classes, psychological support
including addressing issues of chemical dependency, medical
and healthcare at no cost, spiritual awareness classes, as well as
courses in basic life skills-all with the goal of self-sufficiency
when they leave Metanoia.
Metanoia has the support of Governor John Bel Edwards
as well as several legislators including aforementioned state
Senator Ronnie Johns and U.S. Senator, Dr. Bill Cassidy. Sen.
Cassidy says, “Human trafficking can and must be stopped. As
a doctor, I know healthcare providers are on the front lines of
recognizing and then referring those exploited for help. Human
trafficking is a crime against humanity; let’s join to stop it.”
Last year, Dr. Cassidy passed the Trafficking Awareness Training
for Healthcare Act of 2015, which helps medical professionals
identify and stop human trafficking.
On April 28, a groundbreaking ceremony was held at the
future site of Metanoia Manor and Architect Trula Remson
and Contractor Scott Deumite say that they are currently in the
process of framing the structure. Metanoia Manor is expected to
be complete by April 2017. The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association
looks forward to its continued partnerships and will maintain
their efforts to stop human trafficking in Louisiana.

A Groundbreaking Ceremony was held on April 28, at the future site of Metanoia Manor. From
left to right: Dr. Bobby Gaston, Rev. Leo D. Cyrus Sr., Fr. M. Jeffrey Bayhi, State Senator Ronnie
Johns, The Honorable Governor John Bel Edwards, Donna Edwards, Sister Norma Nunez, Sister
Anne Maria Mathew, Department of Children and Family Services Secretary Marketa Walters,
Sister Alexandrine Rasoanirina, Architect, Trula Remson, Most Reverend Robert Muench, Bishop
of the Diocese of Baton Rouge; East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff Sid Gautreaux.

Sen. Bill Cassidy and St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church of Zachary
Pastor, Father Jeff Bayhi, meet at
the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association
to discuss human trafficking and
Metanoia Manor.
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Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association announces
new annual awards for deputies
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

E

very day there are over 14,000 men and women,
Louisiana’s sheriff ’s deputies, working selflessly across
the state to make Louisiana a better and safer place to
live. The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association proudly announces
the creation of two annual deputy awards, to honor these public
servants: the Louisiana Deputy Sheriff of the Year Award, and
the Deputy Sheriff Valor Award. Each year nominations will be
accepted from all 64 parishes, and a committee of sheriffs will
review the nominations to determine the winners. These awards
were inspired by suggestions from the Late Union Parish Sheriff
Bob Buckley, former LSA president, and the Association is
proud to see them come to fruition.
The Deputy of the Year award calls for a deputy who has
shown initiative and imagination, and one that strives to improve
the quality of life in his or her community. Our Inaugural
Deputy of the Year Award winner was Lt. Douglas Foreman from
Lafourche Parish. Lt. Foreman has served for over thirty years
in various capacities in both Patrol and Investigations Divisions.
Lt. Foreman annually participates in the Law Enforcement Torch
Run for Special Olympics, he serves as supervisor of the Traffic
Enforcement Section of Lafourche Sheriff ’s Office, and since
2013 he has been actively promoting proper child restraint and
seat belt usage by conducting weekly safety checkpoints and
has coordinated extra patrols and DWI checkpoints to target
impaired drivers. The public has written numerous letters of
appreciation on his behalf; in fact, our winner has often been
described as someone you were most likely to THANK after he

writes you a traffic citation. His supervisor refers to him as the
“quintessential public servant.”
The Deputy Valor Award calls for a deputy who shows
extraordinary judgment and bravery, and performance above and
beyond the call of duty. Our Inaugural Valor Award Winner is
Lt. Heather Sylve from Jefferson Parish. Lt. Sylve is an eightyear veteran of the force. Lt. Sylve was working an off-duty
assignment at the Louis-Armstrong International Airport, when
a 62-year-old male subject approached a security checkpoint
with a can of wasp spray and sprayed a TSA agent and nearby
passengers. He then retrieved a machete from his waistband and
wielded it towards TSA agents and passengers in proximity.
He fixated on one of the agents as a target, and the agent ran
toward Lt. Sylve, who drew her duty weapon without hesitation
and gave verbal commands for the assailant to cease his attack.
The assailant ignored her commands, continued his assault, and
with the threat being imminent, Lt. Sylve discharged her weapon
striking the subject and thereby incapacitating him and ceasing
the assault. These heroic actions terminated the threat and saved
the lives of TSA agents and innocent bystanders from imminent
danger.
Inaugural recipients Lt. Foreman and Lt. Sylve were
commended and congratulated by the legislature during the
2016 Legislative Session. The Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association
offers its sincerest gratitude to Lt. Foreman and Lt. Sylve for
the service, as well as all of the Louisiana deputies that serve to
make Louisiana a better and safer place to live.

Lafourche Parish Sheriff Craig Webre presents Lt. Douglas Foreman Jefferson Parish Sheriff Newell Normand presents Lt. Heather Sylve
with the LSA’s Inaugural Deputy of the Year Award.
with the LSA’s Inaugural Deputy Valor Award.
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Grant Parish Sheriff Steven McCain
launches pilot program with Angola inmate
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

T

hroughout his law enforcement career Grant Parish
Sheriff Steven McCain, sees an all too familiar cycle
recurring in his parish. Inmates complete their time and
leave prison, only to wind up going back to jail; sometimes even
the children of former inmates are repeating the cycle. The issue
is not uncommon, and is a problem law enforcement faces across
the nation, but Sheriff McCain’s solution is not so common.
When McCain researched the recidivism issue to look
for a solution, his results kept pointing to the Louisiana State
Penitentiary (Angola). Once deemed “America’s Bloodiest
Prison,” Angola eventually became even more renowned for its
unique prison seminary and inmate ministry programs. McCain
said, “If it worked in Angola, surely it can work in Grant Parish.”
McCain believes that in order for one’s head to be changed,
you must first change the heart. With the help of ministers and
religious leaders from his parish, together they raised $90,000.00,
enabling the sheriff to build a prison chapel at no cost to Grant
Parish taxpayers. With the help of a group of volunteers called
“The Kingdom Builders” the chapel was built and named the
“Together Chapel” because it was only accomplished by the
community working together.
The chapel was built, but the sheriff ’s vision of changing
hearts still called for a unique leader. Angola has been offering
inmate ministry programs including bachelor’s degrees since
1995 through the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
McCain partnered with the Louisiana Department of Corrections
and requested to have an inmate permanently transferred.
Sheriff McCain asked for an inmate that had been through
the Angola program, obtained a bachelor’s degree, and was an
ordained minster. After a rigorous interview process with the
Sheriff, the Grant Parish Warden, and assistant warden, they
chose one candidate who stood out because of his willingness
to readily admit that his own actions were responsible for
his imprisonment. Ardic Fields, who was serving a 100-year

sentence at Angola, was transferred to Grant Parish in August.
He will serve the remainder of his sentence there, living with the
other inmates as one of their peers, while also leading them as
their “in-house” minister.
Ardic Fields is not only a graduate from Angola’s bachelor’s
degree program, but also he is trained in a variety of areas,
which allow him to work with the other inmates. He helps them
in developing the life skills they will need to become productive
members of society once outside the prison walls. Fields is a
certified GED instructor, substance abuse instructor, re-entry
instructor, and leader of “Malachi Dads,” which teaches inmates
how to be a better parent while they are in jail, and when they are
released.
In years past, the concept of allowing an inmate to
teach another inmate and allowing for the student-inmates to
receive credit was unprecedented in Louisiana, mainly because
of concerns of upholding the standards and credibility of
the program. Sheriff McCain partnered with the Louisiana
Department of Corrections and received approval to implement
this pilot program, becoming the first parish in the state allowing
an inmate to teach such courses for credit.
Currently there are twenty inmates in Grant Parish
participating in the program, and this number is expected to
grow. Ultimately, Sheriff McCain feels that “everybody wins.”
The inmate wins because he is given the tools needed to become
a productive member of society; the taxpayers win, because the
inmate will not be coming back to jail; and law enforcement
wins, because they have one less person in their jail.
McCain says, “The worst thing we could do is on their
release day, is to pat them on the back and say ‘good luck’
because you have not taught them anything. If all they knew
was a life of crime, and they don’t have a lot of other skills, or
responsibility, or pride in themselves, we would be doing them a
disservice. We are trying to change that, and we believe we can.”

Grant Parish Sheriff Steven McCain was sworn in for his second term at a ceremony celebrating the opening of the Grant Parish Detention
Center’s newly constructed “Together Chapel.” Photo courtesy of Grant Parish Sheriff’s Office.
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Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office honors heroic deputies
by Colonel John Fortunato, Sr. Public Information Officer, Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office

J

efferson Parish Sheriff’s Office presents the JPSO Departmental
Deputy Jordan Burst, who was the first officer on the scene,
Class “B” Award- THE “AWARD FOR VALOR” to Deputies ran to the rail, and without regard for his own safety, was lowered
Jordan N. Burst and David J. Lowe. During the afternoon hours by hand with the help of other officers, to the female who began
of Sunday, January 31, 2016, Ms.
screaming for help. As Deputy
Katherine Craig was traveling east
Burst was assessing the situation and
on the Huey P. Long Bridge. Upon
reassuring the female she would be
nearing mid-span, she came upon
okay, he was joined by Deputy David
an unattended vehicle stopped in the
Lowe, who was also lowered onto the
roadway. Upon closer examination,
support beam by fire personnel on
Ms. Craig observed a female
the scene.
climbing over the bridge railing, as
Together, Deputy Burst and
if to jump from the bridge. Ms.
Deputy Lowe were able to free the
Craig ran towards the female, and
female, and with the help of other
was joined by other motorists who
personnel, successfully brought
assisted her in grabbing the female. Jefferson Parish deputies David Lowe and Jordan Burst receive her to safety. Their heroic actions
A struggle ensued with the desperate the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office Departmental Class “B” while performing a brave act in the
lady who literally came out of her Award. From left to right: Deputy David Lowe, civilian award line of duty are most deserving of
pants and fell, lodging head first onto winner, Katherine M. Craig; and Deputy Jordan Burst. Photo recognition.
a support beam below.
courtesy of Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office.

St James Parish Sheriff’s Office wears pink for the cure
by Lauren Labbé Meher, Communications Director, LSA

I

f you saw an officer from the St. James Parish Sheriff’s Office during the month of October, you might
have noticed one special addition to their uniform. For the past five years, Sheriff Willy Martin’s 100
employees all wear a “Law Enforcement for the Cure” pink ribbon pin every day during the month of
October in support of breast cancer awareness month.
Sheriff Martin says, “We have several employees who are survivors, so this is just our simple way of
showing our support.”
This small gesture has a large impact on his community though, who appreciates the support, and the
awareness doesn’t stop there. Sheriff Martin believes it is important for his agency to support the local
community and those facing all types of cancer. A few years ago, the St. James Parish Sheriff’s Office lost
one of their own to Leukemia, so this is an issue close to the sheriffs’ heart. In addition to “going pink” in
October, the St. James Parish Sheriff’s Office also actively supports their local Relay for Life event, hosted
by the American Cancer Society. St. James Parish Sheriff’s Office provides trustee labor to assist in setting
St. James Parish Sheriff’s Office up before the event, and in cleaning up after. He also assigns officers to provide security for the duration of
“goes pink” during the month the event. All of this is done at no cost to the American Cancer Society in an effort to further assist with their
of October in support of breast fundraising. Whether assisting at the Relay for Life, or wearing pink, the St. James Parish Office is proud
to help those fighting the fight against cancer!
cancer awareness month.

Sheriff Mike Tregre reads to Head Start
students in Garyville, La
by Angel Thompson, St. John the Baptist Public Relations Officer

S

t. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff Mike Tregre enjoyed
visiting and reading with students at Garyville Head
Start Center March 2, 2016 for the birthday of Dr. Seuss.
Sheriff Tregre read Delilah’s Delightful Dream. A story about
cooperation and teamwork for Ms. Alecia Johnson and Ms.
Sherry Sims’ 4-year-old class. Sheriff Tregre also visited with
Charlotte Smith’s students who enjoyed talking to the sheriff
about their visit to the zoo March 1st. Visiting schools is an
important outreach for Sheriff Tregre and St. John Sheriff’s
Office. Reaching out to students, Sheriff Tregre said, can lead
to developing positive relationships between youth and law
enforcement.
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Sheriff Mike Tregre reads “Delilah’s Delightful Dream” to Head Start
students in Garyville, La Teachers assisting from left to right: Jackie
LeJeune, Sherry Sims, and Alecia Johnson. Photo courtesy of St. John
the Baptist Parish Sheriff’s Office.

Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office Young Marines
fill year with many activities
by Philip Stelly, Public Information Officer, Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office

T

he Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office held its annual graduation Corps, the OPSO Young Marines are taught military terms and
ceremony to elevate for 39 OPSO Young Marines to the military rankings; and they perform close-order drills.
rank of Young Marine Private.
They receive lessons in discipline and leadership, lessons,
The
graduation
which have qualified
ceremony for the two
some Young Marines
most recent recruit
to attend Young Marine
classes caps nine weeks
leadership training in
of training, field trips and
Oregon, Florida, North
exercises, all designed
Carolina, South Carolina
to empower the Young
and elsewhere. All of the
Marines to avoid risky
OPSO Young Marines
behavior and to make
spend a week encamped
better choices in life.
at Jellystone Park in
Orleans
Parish
Robert, La.
Sheriff Marlin Gusman
The OPSO Young
Orleans
Parish
Sheriff’s
Young
Marines
pose
with
Yogi
Bear
during
encampment
at
said, “I strongly support
Marines are especially
the
OPSO
Young Jellystone Park in Robert, La.
active during Red
Marines Program, because I’m committed to helping young Ribbon Week which takes place in late October. It’s a time set
people make good choices and to become productive members of aside for the Young Marines to teach other young people about the
our community. These are all good kids who can be even better.” importance of living a drug-free lifestyle. Their efforts led to the
Sheriff Gusman has designated four OPSO staffers to instruct OPSO Young Marines receiving the 2015 Pinnacle Award from the
the Young Marines, ages 8 to 18, about a variety of topics. Since U.S. Department of Justice.
the Young Marines program is an offshoot of the U.S. Marine

Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office offers
several programs for local youth
by Glenn Springfield, Public Information Officer, Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office

A

main focus of Sheriff Jay Russell during his administration
Sheriff Russell says “These activities not only help educate
has been offering programs working with the youth in our children, the future leaders of our community, but also
Ouachita Parish. The Ouachita Parish Sheriff ’s office familiarizes them and their families with the members of
sponsors school programs such as D.A.R.E. throughout the year. the Ouachita Parish Sheriff ’s Office.” He added “We strive
In addition to this, during the summer months, Sheriff Russell to demonstrate to them what we as a department, and law
and deputies continue their effort by sponsoring youth-oriented enforcement in general, are about and to demonstrate our strong
activities.
desire to serve the citizens of Ouachita Parish.”
The Third Annual OPSO Kid’s Archery Clinic
was held September 5, 2016. The participants are
instructed on the history of archery, safety, how to
accurately shoot a bow, and learn practice techniques.
At the conclusion of the event, the kids were able
to discuss what they learned with their parents and
demonstrate their newly acquired knowledge and skill.
The OPSO Annual D.A.R.E. Fishing Tournament
was held September 10, 2016. Children ages 2-12
are allowed to fish any body of water in Ouachita
Parish and bring their catch to the Ouachita Parish
Rifle Range for weigh-in. Prizes are awarded for the
top 3 fish in each age group, along with door prizes Participants in Sheriff Jay Russell’s “Third Annual OPSO Kid’s Archery Clinic”
donated by sponsors. Several hundred children developing their archery skills. Photo courtesy of Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s
Office.
participate in this event each year.
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Caddo sheriff’s deputies to receive
“sweet” show of support
by Cindy Chadwick, Public information Officer, Caddo Parish

B

eing a law enforcement officer isn’t always easy, and no one organizer Becky Grizovic was looking for a way to show law
knows the struggles law enforcement officers face better enforcement officers they were valued and appreciated. Since then,
than their families.
Cookies with a Cop has delivered over 170,000 cookies to 607
That’s why the Caddo Sheriff’s Wives Group extended a departments in 28 states.
“sweet” show of support to deputies on October 10 by participating
This is the second year the CPSO Wives Group has participated in
in the nationwide Cookies for a Cop
Cookies for a Cop. Leaders are prescreened
event.
and approved to make deliveries.
Jennifer Menard, wife of Caddo
On the Cookies for a Cop website,
Deputy Chris Menard, headed the
Grizovic says, “We have a mission to
local drive. Group volunteers delivered
deliver two cookies for every one officer
individual cookie bags to each of the
and civilian support personnel in the
department’s 779 employees.
hopes of bringing a smile to their face.
“We don’t do this or anything we do
The gift of a cookie is such a kind thing.
for recognition for ourselves, but rather
The gift of tens of thousands, delivered
to let our heroes know that we see them,
in a coordinated effort is something
we love them, we support them, and we
beyond amazing!”
Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office deputies receiving their
love to see them smile,” Menard said.
She closes with these words: Love
Cookies for a Cop got its start “sweet reward.” Photo courtesy of Caddo Parish and compassion are contagious. Lead
in Walton, Kentucky, in 2014, when Sheriff’s Office.
the way. Inspire others.

T

Winn Parish Sheriff Cranford Jordan
named Kiwanis Lawman of the Year

his summer, the Winnfield Kiwanis Club named Winn Parish office, the purchase of new uniforms, and the development of a
Sheriff Cranford Jordan the Louisiana-Mississippi-West vehicle replacement schedule. Since that time, the department has
Tennessee District, “Lawman of
been able to purchase body cameras,
the Year.” The Kiwanis Club recognized
vehicle cameras, gps units for each
Jordan for his accomplishments and
vehicle, and new bulletproof vests for
service in law enforcement since
officers. Equipment has been upgraded
1973. He was previously honored as
and pay for deputies has increased.
Outstanding Young Law Enforcement
Jordan also helped establish a full-time
Officer for the parish after his first
D.A.R.E. officer and School Resource
year as a deputy sheriff, and in 1993
officer and instituted a senior deputy
he was named “Outstanding Citizen
program to go with the “RU OK”
of Winnfield” by the Mayor and
computer system. Most recently, in
City Council, for saving the life of
July 2016 he began receiving bids to
Sheriff Cranford Jordan is presented with his Lawman of
a newborn by performing CPR. The
build a new jail to replace the current
Kiwanis Club recognized Sheriff the Year Award. Left to right Rita James, VP of Winnfield jail at the courthouse. The Winnfield
Jordan’s accomplishments while Kiwanis; Kim Bruce, Delegate of Winnfield Kiwanis; Mickey Kiwanis Club is honored to award
serving as sheriff including the passage Parker-President of Winnfield Kiwanis, Sheriff Cranford Sheriff Cranford Jordan the Louisianaof a sales tax in 2013 to assist in Jordan; his wife Dianne Jordan and daughter Hannah Mississippi-West Tennessee District,
much needed funding for the sheriff’s Jordan. Photo courtesy of Winn Parish Sheriff’s Office.
2015-2016 “Lawman of the Year.”

S

St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s Office
launches new weekly column

t. Landry Parish Sheriff Bobby Guidroz writes a PSA column
from his office entitled, “Did You Know?” This weekly
column features one question offered by the public via e-mail,
or a topic offered by his office and answered by the sheriff himself.
The column is designed to educate the public regarding issues they
need to know about in order to live a safe and productive life. Sheriff
Guidroz found that when he spoke in public, the listening audience
had many questions. The sheriff’s intention is for this column to
provide answers to some questions and concerns the public might
22 LOUISIANA SHERIFF

have. The column is printed by the local
newspapers and can be found on the
St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s website and
Facebook page. The PSA has been a
great success and discusses topics such
as Louisiana Criminal Laws, Highway
Regulatory Statutes, Law’s regarding
Concealed Weapons, and Louisiana
Laws for Youths.

St. Landry Parish
Sheriff Bobby Guidroz

Sheriffs complete National Institute Training
by Cindy Chadwick, Public information Officer, Caddo Parish

S

heriff Gary Lynn Gilley of the Richland Parish Sheriff ’s
Office and Sheriff Steven McCain of the Grant Parish
Sheriff ’s Office both completed the 111th session of
the National Sheriffs’ Institute (NSI) held in Aurora Colorado,
September 19-23, 2016. The NSI is the only national executive
development program designed for sheriffs. This no-cost program
is co-sponsored by the National Institute of Corrections (NIC)
and the National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA).
Sheriff Gilley and Sheriff McCain joined 27 other sheriffs
from across the country for training on contemporary challenges
facing America’s sheriffs today. In light of those challenges,
the sheriffs explored the role of the local sheriff in providing
effective leadership for the public good in such areas as public
safety, criminal justice system policy, community relations, and
organization effectiveness and efficiency.
Hilary Burgess, NSA Manager of Training said, “It is an
honor to have Sheriff Gilley and Sheriff McCain join the more
than 2,800 graduates of the NSI since 1973.”

The NIC is a division of the U.S. Department of Justice,
Bureau of Prisons. It is the primary source of technical assistance,
training, and information services for state and local corrections.
NIC provides a wide variety of services to the nation’s jails, most
of which are the responsibility of sheriffs.
The NSA is a non-profit professional association located in
Alexandria, Virginia. NSA represents over 3,000 elected sheriffs
across the nation and has more than 20,000 members, including
law enforcement professionals, state and federal government
employees, concerned citizens, students, and others. Since
1940, NSA has served as an information clearinghouse for law
enforcement professionals. NSA also provides management
training for sheriffs and their personnel in court security,
crime victim services, domestic violence, homeland security
initiatives, jail operations, and traffic safety. Additionally, NSA
administers the highly successful Neighborhood Watch and
Triad programs.

Grant Parish Sheriff Steven McCain completed the National Sheriffs’
Institute (NSI) in Aurora, Colorado. From left to right: NSA president,
St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg Champagne; Sheriff Steven McCain,
Grant Parish; and Sheriff Susan Betton, Highland County Florida.

Richland Parish Sheriff Gary Gilley completed the National Sheriffs’
Institute (NSI) in Aurora, Colorado. From left to right: NSA president,
St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg Champagne; Sheriff Gary Gilley,
Richland Parish; and Sheriff Susan Betton, Highland County Florida.

Although the 40th Annual
Louisiana Sheriffs’ and Wardens’
Training Conference and
Exhibition was cancelled,
due to the ambush of Louisiana
Law Enforcement Officers,
the Louisiana Sheriff’s Association
would like to thank our
corporate sponsors for their
continued support.

Platinum Level Corporate Sponsor
($10, 000 + Contribution)
AT&T
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana
Civic Source
Louisiana Commission on Law
Enforcement
Louisiana Sheriffs’ Honorary
Membership Program
Justice Health Solutions LLC
Motorola
Gold Level Corporate Sponsor
($7, 000 - $9, 999)
Acadian Ambulance
Silver Level Corporate Sponsor
($5,000- $6,999)
Appriss Inc.
Capital One Bank

Global Tel Link
Mobile Tec
The Tammariello Group / Hub
International
Watch Systems
Bronze Level Corporate Sponsor
($2,000-$4,999)
Glazer Companies
Grace and Hebert Architects
Homeland Safety Systems
Infinity Networks
Louisiana Asset Management Pool
LDV Inc.
Louisiana Highway Safety Commission
Mockler Beverage Company
Safety Vision
Southern Eagle
Union Pacific Railroad
Watch Guard Video
LOUISIANA SHERIFF

23

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

PAID
1175 Nicholson Drive, Suite 101
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Baton Rouge, LA
Permit No. 1661

LOUISIANA SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM (For Non-Members Only)

